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Reflections om Autumn. preserve a proper frame of mind, a i 
Cuntinued froin page #9, | mind direncumbered of earthly and t 
é Man has been defined as a think-|| gross aflections, and qualified for }. 
| ing being—his very lorin and struc. || spiritual and he avenly enjoyments, ? 
ture, as well as his rational faculties | must sometimes abstract himself 
} fit him for suvlime contemplation roma the world, and give himsell to 


Other animals, by their confizura- ||ineditaiion. Accordingly, we find 


- at = 








tion, are suited to the groveliing | all those who have beeu remarkable 

state of this world; but man has’ tur piety, in every age, to have been 

beeu made erect, and with his face || frequently engaged in’ this) duty, i 

elevated towards heaven; while his!) We are told that ‘Isaac went out hy 

desires and thoughts still more soar- i the field, at the even tide. to in 

ing lead bim to expatiate far beyond || meditate. ‘This probably was his ey im 

the ken ot his mortal vision. ;usual custom. But at this period 
These high faculties were not || there were circumstances that ren- 

in vain. ‘hey are the pledges and |/dered it peculiarly interesting. It 


‘was the most interesting crisis of 
this file. According to the dying 
‘command of his father Abraham, his 
‘servant bad gone to Mesopotamia, 


prools of our immortality. And they 
are the instruments, too, by the right 
«use of which this iminortality be- 
‘To use 








comes blessed and happy. 
them aright, is to apply them to the} 
investigation ot those great truths 
which God has been pleased to 
_— and to cultivate the severat 
vera of mind, which the conside- 
n of the truths, and of the course 
of human events as adjusted by the 
Almighty Ureator and ituler of the 
Universe, is fitted to inspire. 

With all the pains we can take 
to disentangle our hearts froin this 
world, it still cleaves to our affec- 
tions, enters into our very souls, end 
oa dye robs us of our better pr: 

And, therefore, he who would 


erry 1...N@. dy 








to the country and kindred of the 
|patriarch, to take unto Isaac a wile, 
and, having accomplished the object 
‘of his mission, was now returning. 
These were times of honest simpli- 
city, When meu were not ashamed 
fo ask counsel of God in all matters 
of importance. ‘he faithful old 
servant did not fail to offer his prayer 
to the God of Heaven, for direction 
and success in this weighty affair; 
and Isaac, now waiting the issne of 
a negotiation which so neariy com 
cerned bin, bad gone out into the 
field, probably, with the same view. 
} 
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{lt wagat the even tide, when the 


RKetlections oyu Autuma. 


shoduwe bad begun to lali,and when} 
nature. assuming ber sober and silent: 


character invited to soletnin thought, 
‘To a mad, prous and devout like 


that of Isaac, subjects lor meditation | 


wanting. The con- 
nection he was on the eve ol borne 
ing. and upon which depended his 


could not be 


happrmess, perliaps, tor ever, could 
not bot awaken his concern. and 
call torth prayer to Him who had 
hero his Faiher. And 
winte fe ehershed the toned have, 


ihe Gtod of 


/ 


the’. ander his blessing this connec-. 


tion would be auspicious to his bap- 
piness on earth, he could wot bat be 
reconded by all things around bin, 
thet this happiness was as (leeling 
as the day that had 
There was an even 


just pa ed. 
tide to come oo 


his tife—a period, when many ot the | 


} 
companions of his early years would 


have cone down to the toms, when, 


most of the aoures 8, ae well ws the 
power of enjoyment would te cut 
of when the of another 


evening would fail around him. 


whi dow 
and 


the oicht of death would weray him 


in tts oSdivious shroud. 

A pious and contemplative niind, 
like an alembic, may distil usctul 
thoughts and purposes out of all the 
events and circumstances with wv 
it iseconversant And if the beasts 
of the Held and the fowls of the air 
have to eive us less ns ol 
wisdom, the changing seasons of the 
year may be supposed to be fraught 
Wilh adinou:tions no fess salutary. 
We have considered the 
the year as extnbiting to us an em- 
blem of our dissolution ft suggests 
to us. also, the change and deeay 
which the cireumstanees of our con- 
dition are undergoing, analogous to 
the changes of nature. 

We set cut in life with bricht and 
bueyant prospects; we form early 
and jasting [rrendships; and, flushed 


heb 


ower 


autumn of 


} 
j 
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there, that haa lived to the age ol 
thirty or torty years, that is pot 
competledYto bear witness to the 
vanity of human expectations, and 
the vicissitudes of tie fusan condi- 
tion ? How little is there, that we 
can look bach upon with pleasure? 
How many shades of melancholy 
tinge the recollection of the brightest 
scenes” Tndeed,itis a peculiar ‘act, 
that when the hour of trouble ar- 
Vives, the recollection of past cala- 
giitles gives less pain than that of 
ast Such is the sad 
condition upon which we hold all oue 
that, whatever engages 
our aillections may hecome a soarce 
Whatever exettes our 
hopes may prove the means of dis- 
appointinent, apd our very enjoy- 
ments, by contrast, may iucrease our 
pains. 

Our health is necessary to the en- 


pleasures. 
cOmlorts, 


of sorrow, 


joyment of every other temporal 


blessing; and upon how many deli- 
cate contingencies does if depend! 
sO Complex is the strueture of our 
frame, that the disorgauization of a 
single fibre, the extravasation of a 
little blood, the slightest cireum- 
stance of accident, or food, or cloth- 
ing, or atmosphere, or irregular pas- 
sions, may derange our health, and 
spoilail our eapacities of enjoyment. 

Equatly brittle is the thread by 
which we hold our children and 
friends. iow offen are the ond 
flattering forebodines of the parental 
mind crushed and destroyed ! on one 
hand we see a * Rachel weeping 
for her children, and refusing to | ¢ 
comforted, because they are cot! 
on the other band, a father who 


hebolds the care and expense of 


oqauy yerrs laid away in the grave. 


wee heeith aod soirits, we strike our) 


plas and seeeets inle the eorth as 
with an eternal root. 


But who is. 


Aud. alas! there another mourns 


over the worst of deaths the death 
of virtue and honour—a child vicious 
ip disposition, disorderly tn lite, dis- 
gracetul to his family, wretched and 
miserable! now many of our friends 
and com onious, also, bave been 


put lar trom us! their places know 
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them no more. The strongest de- 
aire is to lire, aud they who live 
longest, only live to survive ali their! 
comiorts, and to stand at last on 
the field of time. like some lonely 


tree, 
And, 
friends, 
dea't deceitiuliy as nr 
the stream of brooks 
awey; what time they 
thes vanish; when itis hot, they are 
consumed out of their place.’ 
isthe number of sterling friends who 
will abide the day of trial. 

lt is scareely necessary to acrert 
to the instabilit y of wealth. * Riches 
take to 3¢ Wings and {ly 
away. with 


blasted and bereit ol every jor. 
hats still mere parplal, oui 

like those of Job, ‘hay 

brook, 


have 
Wak 


pissed 


Wari, 


. a 
Nee eat i Ba 


themselves 


Every thiag which 


anid as | 


we have to do, is changing and de-) 


caving, and every confort we pos- 
but a fading flower, which, 
while we are looking on, or smelling 
to them, die and wither in our 
hands. 

Qur tastes 
the same mutabilitv. In all the 
pleasures of Tile, either our 
sink and fall under the continuance 
of theron, as not able to bear a con- 
stant tension of emotion ; or the 
celight consists merely in 
velty and variety of the objects, 
which, when we are mere familiar 
with datt eo 
anid so they either tire our appetites, 
or deceive our hopes. “ Por, as it 
Who are 


SES8, 13 


ilhem, are 


Is with those accustomed 
to strong pertumes, they themselves 
cannot scent those odours whiely to 
others that use them 
sweet and fragrant; 
those who have a long coutiaucnce 
of worldly enjoyment: their senses 
are so stuffed, and even 
with them, that they cannot perceive 
them; and uniless they 
Pleasure with alternate pain, (hey 
are lost upon them.’ 

‘Thos vain, and ch angelul, and 
fleeting are all the sor (08 tso! ature 
all the en}: yments of uc existence, 


not, ure most 
80 it fares woth 


Spirits | 


the no | 


[aS eles, | 


suffocated | 


purchase 


and even our taste it Capacity for. 
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extracting from them the little plea- 
sure they realiy aliord, 

Such reflectiens, though. trom the 
lrequeney With whieh they are ured, 
they may be considered trite, ana 
common, are, nevertheiess, Us selul 
aud wecessary. ‘Dhey serve to Cul- 
rect that overweening iondnues- we 
are prone to leel lor the thins of 
this world, to abate that ardour woh 


whieh we are pursuing its airy plan 
toms, aud, by showing thet utter 
Jincompetencs to promote the vreat 


and pursuits partake ot | 


) place, or 


from. 


happiuess lesa us fo 
objects more worthy ot our esteem 
They show ur, as 
that, ag 


PUT OSes, ol 


siiel excrtipons 


bas been suggested above, 
every thing is changing, and iusten- 
should seek ior a 
° s 
Hes beyond 


change. 


ing to decay, we 
portion in that whieh 
the reach of accident or 
Amidst the ruin that surrounds us, 


J —— — ed Vi ie sole suicvives, 
le rial, never fatine friend of man, 
Plis gpurde to happiness vo lagh,’”’ 4 


The good which (hristianity sets 
before us, is as durable as that of 
the world in evanescent. [thas the 
promise of the tite that now is, and 
of that of the world to come. ‘The 
coves Of a Christian are pure, satistae- 
ory. and permanent. ‘ihey cannot 
ive inipaired hy change of time, or 
circunistance. They are 
zuch, in short. as the world can nei- 
ther give nor take away. Death, 
which terra, ts ali che plans and 
pleasure Ss ari av es OF ite Wo rid, 
uonatrate the value 
and benefits of the ChrieGan’s 
The change which consigas 
this body to tre grave, ts no other 
than the commmenconent of that life 
whieh is cteraal ta toe heavens, 

Oor interest as well as our duty 
to‘ set our affections 
aiwve, vot ou theearin. ‘The tove 
of the world aol only invo Ves in 
it, necessary, disappomtmect cad 


serves oiny tp de 
ote 


' or , 
AGT Obtsnhes Us, 


Dausery, ty the trausient aud ansaits- 


iving nature of ifs enpoyments, lout 
t earries wtih it, the sill carer 


stingy Ub guilt and condemuation. 
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For. ‘if we love the world, the love 
of the father ja notin us” Dread- 
ful will it be, to be sent, when the 
work of lile is over, to the world 
which we have loved and served. 
for our reward. 

world to those who ae in the grave: 


What can it do towards procuring | 


parden for sin, or assueging the an- 
guish of guilt, or securing the soul 
from the flames of the devouring pit? 
As it is. conlessediy, unable to help 
us in any of those cireumstances of 
life or death. in which we shall moet 


peed succour and comfort, it would | 
be the extreme of folly as well as of | 


wickedness, to pursue our happiness 
in it, and thus to tie ourselves to a 
wreck which will soon sink beneath 
us for ever. And * to whom or 
whither can we go, but to Him, who 
has the words of eternal life 2 * 1 
ani the resurrection aad the 
saith the Lord. he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he tee, and whoso liveth and be- 
lieveth in me, shall never die’ He 
is the resurrection and file of the 
sou} as well as the body, and this 
spiritual lite teust be begun in us 
here, ve ore we can hope for eternal 
life in heaven. lo the days of his 
hu iiation be gave this testimony 
to his influence, thet, ‘to as many 
as believed him, gave he power to 
become the sons of God. 
all aves is his declaration true; ‘as 
the Father hath lite in bimselt, even 


eo hath he given to the Son to have | 


life in bimself and he quichenetb 
whow he will.” If is of infinite im- 
poriance to every one of us to ascer- 
tain, whether we have passed trom 
desth unto ths hfe? For the 
apostle did not mean to affirm it 
only of the Ephesians, that they 
we e* dead in tres: asses and sins.” 
Tt is the condition of every human 
being, and without a change of na- 
ture every One nist endure the 
bitier poins of eternal devth. Shoute 
noi a!i, iben, who are in their sins, 
listen to the vulce of the Sen oi 
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ee 
life, | 


A | 
And in 
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| God, which calls them to come 
j forth, to * arise Irom the dead, and 
| call upon Christ, that he may give 
them light. Faith is the great in- 
| strument by which this great work 
is effected. * Being justified by 
| faith, we have peace with God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord’ By 
(faith we are crafied on Christ as 
ithe branches on the vine, and are 
made fruitful in every good word 
and work. By our tempers and 
lives, we may know whether we 
possess this saving faith. It * puri- 
fies the heart, and works by love, 
and overcomes the world” It im- 
plants, in the soul, the great prolitic 
principle of love to God, whence 
love to man and all holy living pro- 
ceed. As by our fruits we are 
‘known and judged, it hecomes us to 
be active and abounding in good 
works, adding to our faith virtue, 
knowledge, temperance, patience, 
godliness, brotherly kindness, and 
‘charity. But the greatest of these 
, is charity. 
| Olall the virtues of Christianity, 
none are more magnanimous, as 
‘none are more difficult to attain, 
|than forgiveness and love towards 
our enemies. Pride, that first and 
jfatest of the passions that dwell in 
the beart of man, wouid fain dis- 
| guise to us the shame and sin of 
| indulging the feelings of resentment, 
junder the fair seeming of a just 
v regard to our dignity, and under the 
specious pretext of discountenane- 
‘ing error and sin. When our Sa- 
vieur gave us the law on the torgive 
ness of injuries, he did not intend 
to require of us that which was to 
cost us nothing. The difficulties of 
ithe ease, therefore, so far from re- 
| lieving us from the obligation of the 
i rule, place us precisely within the 
' case of the precept, and so tar from 
) shrinking lromit, we should embrace 
jit as a favourable opportunity by 
{which we may practice upon our- 
ycelves the salutary discipline of 


' seli-depial, by which we may render 


a. am 
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an xeceptable sacrifice to Gaod, and | itumu of their age, and refresh them 


mio 
novle-t 


call exercise and 
the leclings of mature. In 
this respect, then, let us permit the 
present season of the year to. bring 
its salutary associations to the heart. 
In the desvlations that winter is 


preparing for the earth, we are led 


cultivation \ 
the -hadow of death. Let those who 


When passing through the valley of 


wre further advanced, and, lke the 


year, are arrived at the autumn of 


’ 


to anticipate our own grave and the 


grave of those with whom we are at 
variunce. We are taught the sin- 
fuluess and cruelty of following with 
our hate or unkinduess those on 
whom the calamities of tile are in- 
fliefing so many ills, and for whom 
death is preparing all his’ terrors. 
We are reminded, that one common 
graye will soon hold friends and 
foes, and that we shall soon be judg- 
ed by that awlul but just law which 
makes our forgiveness of others the 


therelore, the leaves ot the forest are 
falling around us, let them 


— 


their file, teel the necessity of im- 
proving the short period that now 
remiains; and in proportion to the 
neglect of their former lite, and the 


much that now renains to be done, 


teach | 


our ungentle passions to fall also, | 
belore we fall into the grave, and he | 


deprived forever of the opportunity 
of reconciliation. In concluding 
these remarks, we would once more 
urge upon our readers, the infinite 
importance of being always ready 
for death and judgment. Let the 


diligence to make their 
calling and election sure. Anda let 
us all, whatever be our age or con. 
dition, be admonished by all the 
varieties of God’s Providence and 
grace, by all the cireumstances of 
ile and of death, of Judgment and 
eternity, ol lieaven and hell, to pre- 
pare to meet our God. Then shall 
we be enabled to draw joy and hope 


give all 


from these circumstances which ere 
measure of God's merey tous. While, | 


reemingly tivested with sadness 
aud melancholy. Yon sen which 
sets at night, and leaves the world 
in darkness, sets but to rise again 
and renew over the cenial year, his 
radiant round. "This earth by the 
cold touch of winter, soon to be 
stripped of her foliage and clad with 
mourding, shall smile again in leaves 


oand herbs, and flowers, when spring’s 


young learn from the experience of | 
others, and from the voice of mature, | 


that the brightest sun may be ob- 
scnred at noon; and though their's 
may shine through a long and bril- 
liant day, yet there must come at 
last a time, wheat its splendours 
shall fade, when it shall set in 
darkness, and leave them to the 
night of death. Let them belicld in 
the changes of the year, an emblem 
of human hope—the fading 


‘ 


yreal resurrection shall appear. So 
we who live by faith in Jesus Christ, 
shall see our hopes revined. Green 
spring shail visit the winter of the 


rave. * Lb his corruptible shall puton 


micorruption; this mortal shall put 


op tmimortality ; death shall be swal- 


victory. 


and | 


transient nature of earthly enjoy-. 


menis; and let them learn, there- 
fore, the necessity of seeking the.t 
felicity im that good part whieh 
cannot be taken away. Let ther 
now, in the s ring of jite sow the 
seeds of piety, and they shall reap 
an avuodant harvest. that shell 
spread its comlorts through the au- 





| 


iowed up in victory. O death, where 
is thy stung, O grave where is thy 
‘Thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the vietory through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
a 
Collect for the fourst Sunday after Faster. 


O Almighty God, who alone canst 


Jorder the uaruiy wills and aflections 
cof sinful mens grant unto thy peo- 
ole, that they may love the 
h'wioeh thou eommandest, 


thing 
ai desire 


that which thou dost promise ; chat 
0, among the sundry and maniold 





changes of the world, our hearts may 
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rurely then be fixed, where true joys 


are to be jonad, through de-us Cliriet | 


our Lord. Amen. 
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LETIeER it. 


Deer Sir, 

} kuppose it was a sortol delicacy 
that hindered an entire disclosure of 
diftieulties when we conversed 
so iamiliarly though | 
conless, alter so much tatimaey, I 
can hardly satiely mycell with that 
necount of it 
whereby they have since beea com- 


Vou 


together; 


Jiowever, (he means 


impineated to me, suduciently roel 
that ! 


vou wiehed them to be 
communicated, sod that another in- 


ene 
ferview would make ample amends 
for all the omissions of the former. 
As you did me the honour to call 
me your friend; and as the serious 
ness, with which youexpressed vour- 


self, precluded all suspicion, either of 


inadvertence or flattery, [ mean to 
answer the purposes of. such a de- 
signation to the utmost of my ehill 
and ability. 

As | certainly mean no harm to 
myrell, | shall at least be acquitted 
of auy unfriendly intention in re- 
commending to another what PT have 


deliberately made the business of, 


my life, and still prosecute, witha 
view to the more exalted happiness 
of the life tocome. I knew, my 
dear young friend, long before | 


knew you, that the hingdoms of the | 


world had not yet become the hing- 
doms of our God, and of bis Christ; 
and that, therefore, whatever might 
take place hereafter, we cannot ex- 


pect any great share of worldly good | 


for the present. It is true, if you 
enter into the Church, you will, in 
some respects, go a warfare at your 
own charge. 


barely afford you a living. But, be- 
. . oS 


sides that, you have some fortune of 
your own; your taleets themselves, | 
with a little industry, would be a 
eompeteney; and that without re-! 


Letters tea Gandica‘te for Orvers. 
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linguishing your eharge, which I 
reckon never to be justined by any 
| tea Whatever. tie that A~SUILIES, 
lor avows, the office of a Cherie can 
nd must tehet 
motrh he ie diselareed by his ¢ ap 
obboet. in 
| (be mean tune, to provide tor hie 





{ , 
i foinister, in a ®Olaier, 3 
‘ 
{! 
\ tains and thouch he Js 


joecersit1es fy any henest weuns, 


Sippowe OV leeding catlie, oF tent 
liimking, Can never prosecute aay 
;Husiness that ampiles a rei Gist she 


ment of his profession, without the 


gut ot anportacy- te 


@ deui rate fora 
man to live at. 

I foresee that you will be startled 
lat ihe idea of go trying and so as fal 
lan envavement; and unless i con 
otter vou some considerntions that 


pWilleounterbataree ail disceurage- 
ame nts vou will deehne ato of course. 
As to the fret, we see that preach- 
fers do tives and, geteral- 
‘iy well enough. ‘heir sitnation is 
not the only one thet is exposed to 
and it would he strange, if 
we, above all others, shonld clatm an 
exemption from the common uncer 
tainty of human life. Merchants, 
/somelimes, gain a great deal, and, 
sometimes, lose all: and the more 
common employinents, if they are 
attended with Tess risk, are, by 
far, more laborious ; insomuch, thet 
1 query whether any clergyman, that 
is fit for his business, feels even a 
temptation to exchange it for any 
other. 

What do you think of the early 
jadvocates of the Christian eanse ? 
You cannot imagine that their ecir- 
cumstances were less formidable 
| than ours; and yet they declare, by 
the whole of their conduct, an un- 
wavering choice. and a Cecidedness 
that admits no competition, between 
the pleasuves of this life, and the 
clory of the world to come: and as 
nleasure could not alfure, so neither 
could affliction deter them from the 
all-important enterprise. Rather 
‘hey were so apiinated with a sense 
of eternal things, that the utimost de- 


perhaps, 


lingards 








{ 
| 
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by 
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of suffering was. welcome tor 


and eveo melorated into 


ures 
their sake 
akrodol solemn celiguil, which none 


but « religious mind ean either teei 
Or inane 

fowever we account for it, the 
fac’ was so: and as every efleci 
mos’ have 8 cause, there must 


have been sore good reason lor tie 
resciuliou wite which they sUpport- 
ed so extraordinary and so imterest- 
ing a character. [nteresting, indeed! 
Doo i you leel a kindred amitntion ’ 
Do you vet even hope to make one 
In that trompbhant host, wie gloried 
in tribulation. and echieved = therr 
Vici ry by . conflict that, as it were. 
arresied all the evesol Heaven, and 
rejfiecied honour on the cause of vir- 
tue aud ot dient? 
‘Then never tet 
€nees as We thieatened 
bauik vour purpose, or date the ae- 
dour of your zeal. Christianity is 
the sume now that if Was when ot. 


Joon wrote the apocalypse : 


such tmeconveni- 


are Wil, 


ilea- 
ven is ne less glorious; and faith is 
no fess competent to our victory 
he world the flesh, and the 
devil, Methioks db hear you say, it 
is enough. Cultivate thoruy 
patieuce- 
shall bloom tu the celesual paradise, 
and your labeur skull not he in vein 
w the Lord, remain, yours, ke. 


ever 


the 


erosa will ereswlitle 1 


LETTER UL, 
Bear dir, 

A latitudinarian or a Laodicean 
would say that I am prejudiced, and 
that an enthusiastic londuess ior ay 
profession has imposed upou my 
Understanding; Dut, if Cicero had 
any reason for saying, that be would 
rather err with Plato than be right 
with other men, most surely | may 
vlory in a censure that Guds me ia 
company with the apostles and pro- 
phois; that upbraids me with too 


much veneration for the oracles ol; 


God, and too much concern tor the 
¢ivine honour. 
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s> hongurable aa that of religion; 
and the obloguy of an apostate world 
either its 
fv or ils importance, tha! 


is so iar irom diuninishiag 
re sped try? | 
fhever appear inallots glory 
wildout such OF position ; and when 


ii shali bave triumphed over sin and 


it cou! 


bell, its enemies wot appear as tool- 


Ish, and mucii more accursed, than 


the viner that catlempted to gnaw 
the tile. 

Hut, without resorting to the aw- 
jul decision of the last cay, and that 
mueQable happiness which, as a mat- 
ler of promise, can be contemplated 
only by jaith, we may jind many 
circumetanees in the condimuomol a 
preacher, tbat make tleligible enough 
lo a serious mind. Be it so, thatwe 
are spurned by the world, and se- 


~~ ! 
cluded from the 


lachion- 
able amusement, (not, indeed, thatl 
wake this a aatter of complaint, as 


i T envied them their husks,) | say, 


scenes ol 


beitso3 } don’t know that we have 


We 


chance oi 


fost any thing 
lave still the 
domestic happiness, and more thaa 
the commou charce lor the unadul- 


worth baviog. 
common 


terated pleasures of fricodship. Per- 


haps it would aever oecur to you, 


‘but it is, however, a fact, that the 


| ; 


A 


! heads. 


sons Of Cissipation, and mere adven- 
turers iu the scramble of this life, 
envy, und sometimes wish tor, our 
allectionate intercourse, our teinpe- 
rate relish of natural pleasure, and 
thea: humility whieh sees afar off the 
Whirhwiud that tosses them over our 
‘Uheir mania, their tever of 
pleasure ia not perpetual. ‘They are 


oblized, scometunes, to look at the 


dark side ot their fortune, as they 


call it; and thea, besides the epter- 
tainment of a guilty conscienee, the 
wellfavoured harlot becomes suth a 


fright, that they are fain to relieve 
themselves by heaping execrations 
upon what was, a little before, the 
voject ol their idolatry. Then, per- 
haps, they would be glad to hear 


| fromus. | hevieke a second thought, 
i know ot no eause | 


aud, with all the torturing refleetions 
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cf a convict, seek an opportunity of | association. 


honouring the man, who, a little 
belore, was overlooked, or regarded 
vnly with contempt. 

You will say this ia making the 
most of matters. Lown it is; aud 
that we do not oilen meet with an 
example of such boundless loliy.— 
Klowever, in one degree or another, 
we meet with it every day; and as 
we cannot assign itany certam lin- 
ita, it behooves us to beware ol the 
very principle, and, as long as it 
exists, fo expect some inconvemence 
froin it. 

It is false policy, and utterly in- 
@onsistent with christian simpiieity, 


to carry On any commerce with the | 


world,however seemiugly wdyantage- 
ous, at the expense either ol virtue 


or religion; and you will jud that! 


the more unshaken you are iia this 
respect, the better you will sueceed, 
even in the acquisition olf a worldiy 
happiness. Whatever good there is 
in love, esteem, or friendship, will 
be yours by an improved tenure, and 
if vou do not make such a display, 
you wiil have the advantage in Lhe 
intrinsic Worth of your possessions. 

‘The nature of your cCommunica- 
tions, at the same time that they 
are more digniltted in) themseives, 
will have a sensible effect upon your 
happiness, by conciliating a more 
cordial esteem. You will be im- 


Letiers to a Candidate for Orders. 


proving yourself and your triend in| 


the best portion and largest capacity 
of human nature; and while you 
enjoy all the immediate pleasures of 
triendly converse, indulge a reason- 
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| I trust this truth will 
not be long without the concurrent 
| proof of your own experience; and 
that you will find in two or three, 
who are united in the name of Jesus, 
an happier exemplincation ot feliow- 
ship than in the most cultivated cir- 
cles of the lrivolous and proiane. 

| Ut Me. J. should invite you to the 
party that he bas been so busy about 
‘for a week or two, i think you had 
better not go. f know that you are 
very inuifierent to such things; and 
f should be very sorry that your 
compliance shouid impose so hard 
a task Upon you as to act an impro- 
per part, both at the expense of con- 
sciepce and of inelination. Ll make 
(no doubt buat there is something 
lrieudly in the invitation; hut af our 
frrenals mean to be such in reality, 
they must contrive to oblige us by 
soiue other means. Wedowt want 
their diversion; and, what is more te 
(be minded, we cannot partake with 


ihey will excuse our calling their 


\ gratelul pastime a serious evil, we 


Will requite their liberality by sin- 
cerely wishing that they may not 
find itso. Lam, yours, &e. 
| (lo le continued. ) 


oe 


For the Re pertory 
On Praying for the Ministers of the Gospel. 
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f¢ ontinved from pase 76, 


| 
| 
' 
! 
| 
| 
| It isacommanded duty to ‘make 


supplications, prayers, and inierces- 
j sions tor ali men,’ and surely of all 


able, and no less joyful, hope of reap- 
} 


ing a richer harvest im Heaven. 
You will allow me to allege my 
own experience on this occasion, 
and to declare, that often in the con- 
versation of a feiiow-christian and 
fellow-labourer, L have enjoyed a 


communion which, both for light, 


men living, the ministers of Clirist 
have the strongest claim upon our 
prayers, Whether we consider their 


| official character, their duties, or theic 


| 


and warmth, not only exceeded every | 


thing else that has oecurred to me, | 


but every thing | ever expect to 
meet with in a way ol promiscuous 


} 


necessities. 

Ministers of the gospel are sent as 
-ainhassadors of God to a rebel world. 
‘They sustain an office which would 

burden the shoulders of an angel, 
and under the weight of which, flesh 
and blood may well tremble with 
the most feariul apprehensions.— 
Lhey are ‘earthen vessels,’ to which 


{hiear without considerable risk. Uf 





am) 
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¢. | eatrusts the precious treasure 
of hie word; and employs them in 
bearins the messages of his mercy 
to dying men. God gives lo those 
who are his ministers, instructions 
by which they must abide, and truth» 
which they are uohesitatingly to 
proclaim; and it is at the peril of 
their immortal souls, if they * yo be- 
youd the word of the Lord to ce. 
clare less or more.” They nuust not 
‘shun to declare all the course: o! 
God, and are bouud to preach the 
‘whole truth as it is im Jesus.” And 
what is the nature of that counsel 
of God, and that syatem ot truth, 
which ministers are obliged to de- 
liver? Are the doctrines of the gos- 
pel, like these ol philosopliy, caleu- 


lated to suit the taste, and receive | 


the approbation od sinful men? Par 
from it. Phey, on the contrary, 
Wace war against the whole systew 
of human thonehtend conduct. The 
gospel has direct and palpable tea- 
: 
' 


dency to confound the wisdon:, hum- 


hle the pride, aad condemn the. 


favourite habits of the world. It 
has to stem the torrent of prejudices 
Which has for ages rolled on, uore- 
sisted, ia the same channel; and it 
aims to effect s complete trianph, 
not only over this and that vice, but 
over the whole nature and gist pow 
erful propensities of every human 
mind Itis teve that the gospel is 


called ‘ glad tidings of great joy,’ 
‘believer of the horrors of that ‘lake 


and is so in reality: but it is @s 


| 
teetied to be such oply by those. 
‘fire is not quenched.’ 


" awlul terms on which they hold 


who have been awakened by the 
Holy Spirit to a realizing Renae ol 
theirown naworthinessand guilt, aud 
of the infnite importance of a re- 
conciliation with the Lord their God. 
All others, beiog at enmity withGed, 
and puffed up with a vain conceil of 
their own virtue and goodness, op- 
pose the gospel} of grace, and esteem 
it as absurdity and foolishness, 


though it isindeed ¢ the wisdom end | 
| spenk to warn the wicked from hig 


power of God unto ealvation, to 
every one that helieveth. 
gospel, so uawelcome to the natural 
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|heart—so ridiculed and hated by a 
‘hima and sensual work!, mioisters 
‘are coumanded to preach, whether 
crnen will bear, or whether thes for- 
pear. Lt would, indeed, be gratify- 
‘og to every minister, whe loves bis 
| people, io declare those things only 
‘which would be acceptable to them, 
hand cGoucihate their atfection and 
‘esteem. Hut they are not allowed 
‘lo select, at pleasure, the most 
agreeable parts of the divine mee- 
‘sage and testimony. ‘Uhey must 
‘announce the terrors of the law, as 
wellas the mereies of the goepel, 
W bile they coutort those who maura 
for sin, with the good Guings o1 peace 
and pardon, they must alarm the 
cureless and linpentieut with the 
dread of eternal pumishment. “) bey 
must endeavour to held up the mde- 
ror of Goda word helore the teind 
Holevery man, that he anay cleaely 
perceive bis real character. 9 Uhey 
must strip the wask from the hy po- 
crite; boldly reprove the backslider; 
inform the mere moralist ol the 
sandy foundation upon which he 
rests, and show the formalist his 
guilt and folly in attempling to mock 


‘the living and heart-searching God, 
\ with a mere lip service. While they 


periorm the pleasing duty of point- 
ing the hopes of the true christian 
to the endiess felicilies of Heaven-—- 
tbey must uot, at their peril, decline 
the puinful task of warning the un- 


where (he worm dieth not, and the 
Listen to the 


their comrnoission, and while you 
listen, learn fo pity, aud to pray for 
then. * Son of man, | have set 
thee a3 a watchman unto the house 
‘of Fernel, therefore thou shalt hear 


ithe word et my mouth, and warn 


therm from me. Whe [ say unto 


_the wicked, O wicked man, thou 


shalt surely die; if thou dost not 


Lut this! way. that wicked man «ball die ig 
| his iniquity, but bis blood will I ree 


‘ 
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quire at thy hand.” Ezekiel sx xii. 


7, $. 


Through every department of | 
ministers ol 


parochial duty, the 
Chiist are constantly called to en- 
dure trials, and to contend wilh se- 
rious difficulties :—trials, 
Which human sagacity ts insudictent 
fo guard; : which mere 


against 


diticulties, 


t 
human power is dnable to surmount. 


They are olfen required to. satisty 
the eeruples ol a couseience loo de- 
licately tender; to allay the un- 
grounded fears of the timid and bum- 
ble believer; to encourage the Lope 
of the trembling, and to check the 
ardour of the presumptuous. At 
times, they are called to the pata- 
ful ancl dificult task of inilicting the 
dicistine of the Church; to ad 
monish the backsiider; to 
the faults of those dear to 


—— = 


then as 


the apple of an eye; and to cut off 


from communion with the larmitud, 
and inflict the most tremendous cen- 


sures of the Church, upon those 
whose lives disgrace the boly pro- 
fesxsion of the gosvel. It is) their 


provinee to cheer the hearts ol the 
sick and the dying, with the voice 
of instruction aud prayer. And 
though tiey are olten called to wit- 
bess the trumphs of taith—to hear 
the dying believer testily ol the 
power and preciousness of the Sa- 
viour and to rejoice with him in the 
anticipated possession ot celestial 


glory—vel, alas! how oifen have 
their hearts been wrung with an- 


gui-h, on witnessing scenes of a dif 
ferent description! they are olten 
called to the death bed of the mere 


° r if 
moral man, and the formalist. As 


they draw near they perceive the 
paleness of approaching dissolution 
seated upon his countenance! he 


Wishlully turos up his dim eves to. 


the messengers of God for a word 
of comfort! 


ger to the spirit o° godliness. - Hi- 


friends, wringing thei: Lands iu age 
ny, intreat the servants of Jesus to 
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reprove 
{ 


\} 
ithe 
| the glory. 


sut they kuow that he) 
has loved the world, and is a stran- | 


-_ — 
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speak the wecents of peace to the 
departing soull But the awful voice 
ol Jebovab declares, ‘there is no 
peace to the wicked !—W hat shall 
ministers do amidst this heart-rend- 
ing scene? Ah! feartulotiee! They 
must be faithful. Chey must warn 
the wieked ot his doom, or his blood 
will be required at their bands = Q 
(God, ‘who is sufficient for these 
| things 2” 
| ‘Phe various duties of the minis- 
try, are all too hard and difficult for 
fubas-isted man to periorm. If any 
jare qualified for, and faithful in, the 
discharge ol them, it is because the 
gift and grace of God are conterred 
‘upon them to that end. Mere hu- 
ian instruction can never make a 
vfaithtul and useful minister of the 
New-Testament. A close applica- 
tion to books, and extensive acquire. 
coments of human learning, may make 
|What is called a theologian; and 
| many, by these means, have become 
eminent as authors, and have risen 
ito the highest ecclesiastical honours; 
‘hut no man was everowned of God 
'as his minister, who was not ‘moved 
iby the lioly Ghost, to take upon him 
his work and oifice.” According 
(to the divine system, in the esta- 
ithishment of the Church, all the sue- 
feess Of the minmstry depends upon 
exerted energy of Jehovah’s 
pow er, and to Elis name must be all 
‘Paul may plant, and 
Apollos water; but God giveth the 
so then, neither is he that 


Ze 
fincrease : 


| planteth any thing, nor he that wa- 


ltereth, but God that giveth the in- 
crease.’ Uf then, christian believers, 
you would have your pastors to be 
able and faithful. misisters of the 
New-Testament, pray, fervently 
pray, that the gift and blessing of 
God may be bestowed upon them 
ior chat end. You, as it were, bold 
ine character and success of minis- 
‘ers in your hands. ‘God will be 
nquired of by bis people,’ to give 
ihear pastors after bis own heart, 
and Le will not withhold any good 
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thiag which you supplicate in the 
name of Jesus. ‘ Ask and ye shali 
receive. Here is the promise; hum 
biy intreat that it may be jullilled 
te you. And rest assured that your 
prayers never rise to Heaven witha 
greater certainty of being heard and 
an=wered, than when offered in te- 
half ot the ministers of Ilia who has 
Bald 
ther in 
You ; 

them in the arms of faith and prayer 
to the throne of grace, they would, 
we have ground to hope, approve 
themselves as the ministers of trod; 
they would not shun to declare all 
bis counsel; the holy unetion of 
grace would attend their ministra- 
tions; they would preach the word 


my name, he will give if 


‘whatsoever ye ask of the Fa-| 


If then you would daily bear | 


a 


Uo OFeasive Preachiag. 


‘in demonstration of the spirit) and | 
of power;’ and would be employed | 


as humble instruments in turning 

maay trom darkness te light, and 

from the power of satan unto God. 
{ To he continued, ) 

For the Repertory. 

On Olensive Preaching. 

lam, by no means, of their opine 

7 


ion, Who believe that the offence ol 


the cross has ceased. On the other 
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I khnow that the sentiment has 
gained no smad prevalence, that to 
say such a person's preaching, is, to 
the mere worldly part of his audi- 
ence, offensive, amounts to much 
(he same thing as saying that it is 
powerlully evangelieal. 

\s one reasc + for dissenting from 
the universal ajptication of this rule, 
lieed hardly say, that | can sup- 
pose Unis class of persons ollended 
by a tone of preaching which would 
equally offend the ear of the most 
christian. - can con- 
ceive that the cultivated taste and 
cournou sense of hearers who have 


eaiichltened 


juorelish at all for seriptural truth, 
nay be shoeked, equally with the 
Jculliivated taste and eammon 
vol cenuine and exemplary christians, 


Sense 


by the rough sophistry, and unbend- 
jag bigotry, and harsh denunciations, 


ola weak and dogmatical dectaimer. 


hand, whilst, on account of the ge. 


neral prevalence of cliristianity, TP) 
" . . 
ence; as to smother the risings of an 


doubt not but opposition to it is, io 
am 
daily more and more persuaded that 


a great measire, secret 3 vet 1 


nothing can be more uncongental to 
the heart of the man who is in the 
state of flesh and blood, than the 
pure spirituality of the transforming 
gospel of Christ. 


| 


And | can even assume the har- 


dihood to say, that L ean conceive 
ola ministry. the purity of whose 
doctrine shali be so cautiously guard. 
coed by a pure and eloquent delivery, 


and so hich!y aeeredited by the 
overpowering argument of an holy 
life, as to command res ect where 
tt cannot win the allections; as to 
leave the lips without gainsaying, if 
itdo not allure the heart to obedt- 


unholy and tudeeorous opposition, if 


not to quell (he influence of oatural 


| 


| 


disrclish. 
None can too cauteously contend 


tor fhe position, that essential truth 


Notwo things can!) 


' 
| 
' 


be more opposite than what the | 
‘ness of this rule, he micht easily be 


heart naturally chooses, and what 
the gospel requires. 
theagh £ do not always rejoice be- 
eause the preaching of any of my 
neizhbouriog brethren is said to be, 
to many, offensive; yet, if IT bave 
that, upon 


reason to believe. 


whole, if is truly scriptural, | do not 
feel, in the smailest degree, surprised | 
ai it. 


And, therefore, | 


the | 


i’ P 
(to be the 


' 
| 


oucht never to be sacrificed, 
ji a servant and minister of Christ 
should be betraved into a foreetiul 


if any 


couviefed of untaithtulgess. 


‘part of duty be clear, itis that part 
by whielle minister of Christ should 
vteel most sacrediy bound to convey 
vexplicitly and fully the message with 


part unsuitable. 


is infrusted. He is nog 
jadze whether a part of it 
be suitable for conveyance, and a 
it is by no means 


which he 
' 
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at his riek what effects result from 
the delivery of bis inessage. His 


| 


©n Offensive Preachiag. 


| 
| 


° ' 
simple daty is to come forward and | 
gar neither leas nor more than he 1s | 


counmissioned of God to @ny 
by whatever argument he labours to 
persuade himsell, that be is mght im 
deviating from his dustructions, if he 
do deviate from them, he is charge- 


abie with uotaithfulness and treach- 


ery 
But, in arousing his heart toa aen- 
of those awakening 


pertorm a duty, at which he may 


feel an occasional reluctance. it 


wonld be well for every ciergyman | 


to beware, lest his zeal overleap the 
boundaries of a necessary prudence. 
Good heed should be taken. af any 
are offended, that it be really the 
truth whieh offends. It sometimes 
hepwens that the terms in’ which 
truth ms conveye!, may be the only 
alieved ground of oFenee. And shall 
those be ollended tv the use ol cer- 
fain words and phrases, who are but 
too ready to be offended by the vers 
truth isell? 

the idea may be best illustrated 
by an example. ‘Phere is a particu- 


lar cfass of bearers, who, with pow- | 


ers OF mind to grasp the conrpass and 
bearing of the closest chain of argu- 


ment, and with taste to perceive and | 

‘ . ' 
relish the graces of the finest com- 
" 
{i 


position, are yet most unhappily pre- 
judiced against the plainest and mos! 
important doctrines of reve ation.-— 
Even the doctrine of the eternal 
punishment of the wicked sounds 
harsh, and seems to them to he con- 
tridicted by the more attractive al- 
tributes of the Divinity. 

het the minister of truth come 
before these men, with the intention 
70 convince them that this doctrine 
ot revelation is the truth of God 
and tet bim even proceed to urge the 
pointed nraciical lafuence of soe ter 
adoctrive 5 itde sends much 
Woon his manner, What eliect is pro- 


need, 


baddies 


And 


considetalions, | 
by which he should be competied to. 


4 
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li he assume the method of acool 
and aifectionate argumentation and 
invite the judgment and reason of 
his hearers, to the evidence upon 
which bis positions rest; and afler 
having conducied them by the cau- 
ious steps of resistle-s argument. to 


the resull which he would su; port, 








if he turn to them, and caretuliy 
avoiding the terms, and the teve, and 
‘he cant, which would offend them, 
solemnly urge the practical applica- 
tiog of his doctrine, what would be 
the effect ? 

| grant that, in the case of every 
individual, it meght be to awaken 
indignation against the preaching. 
out T must be permitted to deubt 
whether it would be excited io half 
as many cases, or be raised to bilf 
ihe height that it would, if bold as- 
servions had been used. and Lersh 
expressions employed, and offensive 
terms introduced, and a boisterous 


sand impere elocutiou bad been ex- 


hibited. 

In all cases, therefore, where it is 
supposed that close and evangelical 
preaching is followed by that ex- 
citement and offence which it is cor- 
recily believed has ever accompa- 
nied the doetrine of the erosa, I set 


omysell to examine whether much of 
| them may not be traced to the in- 


prudence, or negligence, or false 
taste, or mechanical excitement of 
the offending preacher. It) would 


i} ° tas 
| look, perhaps, like hostility to the 
class olf preachers of whom [| am 


| how speaking, lo say, that they may, 


| at tines, be actuated by some une 


' 
" 





ee 


perceived degree of excitement, the 
result of former opposition, or oi un- 
holy independence or pride of heart, 
which would ecorn the imputation 
of yielding to the fear of man. But, 
considering the extreme frailty of 
our nature, even after its partial 
sanctification, it must be granted ihat 
‘tous most strictly within the limits of 
ossibility, that the feelings of zeal-’ 
es men should be ifenicd by such 
strange and eriminal admixtures. 
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Upon the whoie | tust I aay be | 


indulged with the permission of in- 
viting a serious degree of selt-exam- 
inalioa upon this point. Ef the truth 
be o'fensive, let us Oe caretul that 
nothwg but truth offend. 
ple doctrines of the cross, itis grant: 
ed, sre suifeientiy revolting ; let us 


x \ 
The sim- 


mos, cautiously beware lest we raise , 


new barriers to theie reception. — If 


the ofeuce result from any thing hut | 


the purity of trutti—-but ine simple 


. . eye (4 
eity of the gospel sentiment ttscil, 


it if result from harshness or impru- 


deace in us, who is chargeable with | 


the consequences which iollow ? We 
Sail be subjecting ourselves to tbe 
danger ofa palpaole delusion, if we 
are flattering ourselves that we ave 


preaching the cospel, inerely because | 


men are offended at our preaching, 


when we use no suitable caution to! 


ascertaining whether it be uot the! 
terms which we employ, and the) 
mauoer in which we exhibit the! 


truth, which give offence. Against 


so flattering acomplacency it would. 
be well to guard, lest we be found 
hindering the progress and influeuce | 


of the gospel, rather than advancing 
them. R. I. 


a 
From the Christian Observer. 
‘Christ crucified,” the great istrumeat for the con- 
version of the world. 


It is often contended by the op- 


ponents of missionary efforts, that) 


the means employed bear no ade- 
quate proportion to the end; and 
that the heathen are too strongly 
entrenched in prejudice to attend 
to the moral suasion of a few zeal- 
ous individuals who are anxious for 
their salvation. This argument 
would, at first sight, appear plausi- 
bie; but, when examined by the 
fight of Seripture, it will assume its 
right place among the grossest otf 
fallacies, 


the heathen—but men like our- 
selves; inheritors of the same nature. 
conteudiag with auch the same pre- 
judices, and needing the same sa’ 
Vation ? 





st] inen alter me. 
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the suggestions of unbetief in such 
cases, by some plain passage of 
Seripture; such as, for instance, 
John xii. 32, 33; % And 1, if 1 be 
lifted up trom the earth, will draw 
al! men unto me. This he said, 
signilying what death he should 
die.” Phis passage appears to me 
to be one of the most extraordinary 
nature. LItas (rue, there is nothing 
didicult im the text or contest: 
the words are simple and easy: 

And 1, it LT be erucifed, will draw 
* fut though the 


nenning is thus obvious, the idea 
} 


conveyed ts of the most unexpecied 
Ss ° . 
kind. Phe very civeuinstance that 


might have been supposed to tend 


most loreibly to render our Lord’ 


doctrine displeasing to mankind is 
here expressly adduced as the very 
means of drawing men to him. 
How inexplicable the conduct of 
the Almighty in this plan of bring- 
ing the world to the obedience of 
Christ! How utterly opposed to all 
the natural suggestions of the unre- 
newed heart! Let us suppose the 
problem had been given to find a 
method of bringing men to embrace 
na new veligion. How diferent would 
have been the schemes of the wise 
and learned trom that which is here 
expressed by our blessed Saviour! 
I hear the votary of natural reason, 
the adorer otf human learning and 


intellect, exclaim, “let your new re- 


figion be iuvested with the cbarac- 
ters of deep philosophy; fet it ap- 
peal to the dialectics of the logician, 


aad the subtleties of human science, 


For, afier all, what are: 


Thus wiil it make its way in the 
world.” Ah, no— And I, if L be 
lifted wn, Will draw all men unto 


jaime.” of hear another exelaim-— 
“adorn it with the splendid dietion of 


fsreece and Rome; introduce it to 
the notice of mankind in the trap- 
Pings of an overpowering elognence; 
Clothe it with > thunders of a 
Pomosthenes, or the golden periods 
uf a Pally > so will you attract con- 


I have usually silenced verts and invite disciples.” Ah, no, 


: 
’ 
s) 
; 
} 
; 








I 


mene 








4i2 
‘And I. if J be lifted up, will draw 


ali men unto mes” | hear still ano 
ther, the admirer of earthly eplen- 
dour, exclaim—* Cecorate your new 


religion with the splendour of rank, | 


the re‘inements of eloquence, the 
magnilicence of royally ; let it 


charm 


shall if become popular, so ehali it 
Win universal suffrage and approba- 
tion.” Still wrong—-the ways ol God 
are not as our Ways, nor his thonghts 
as our thoughts: he needed nothing 
splendid, or eloquent, or philosoplie 
eal—the Cro-s ott brist Was enouch; 
and 1, up I he lofted up. 
‘The allusion tu these 


perbaps, either to the brazen ser- 


words Is, 


pent in the wilderness ol Sinai, to 
which whoever fooked was healed, 
and around which the wounded = Is- 
raelites eagerly gathered themselves 
tovether; orto the lifting up of a 
standard to which the reeruits of 
anarmy assemble to take the oaths 
of obedience and submission to their 
general. The Redeemer was liter- 
aliyas wellas figuratively lifted up; 
being first nailed to the cross as it 
lay on the ground, and then raised 
with it to saffer the ignominious 


death to which he had been senten- | 


ced. 
imagined that a spectacle like this, 
a Saviour expiring in agony, and 
disgrace, and contempt, would have 
eYectually deterred men from becom- 
ing his disciples, 


Claiist Crac.iied, the great Instrument of Conversion, 


the eye and captivate the 
heart by its external pomp; and se | 


Now we might naturally have 


If we behold his) 


sorrow, his degradation, his humili- | 
ty—was there any thing in these to, 


captivate the human heart? It we 
behold his visage marred more than 
any man’s—his hands and his feet 


pierced with nails. and his side with | 
the Roman spear—il we view him. 


bufieted, and seourged, and spit 
Uj on; Was there any thing in’ this 


spectacle that could render him the | 
object of esteem and confidence ? | 


See him condemned and cruewied 
With molefactors: was there any 


thing in all this to add te the dig-- 


' When 
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nity of his character, and to secure 
ithe good opinion of the world? Ask 
ihe proud man, wheiher he should 
have wished to become the disciple 
of this despised outcast; ask the 
man of birth and family whether he 
should have wished to attach bim- 
-¢ll to one who was ealled iv cen. 
temot ‘the caipenters son; ask 
the young, the gay, the thoughtiess 
whether they should hare chosen 
| to sit at the feet of him who taught 
jthe imperious necessity of humility 
jand self-denial, and of a life of dead- 


jvess to the world and the things of 


jthe world; and who prophesied, 
also, that it was through mueh tri- 
bulation that his disciples must en- 
‘ter his hingdom. Yet behold the 
event. ‘The Cross, improbable as 


it anpeared, became the standard of 


the church militant here on earth; 
and found it gathered kings and 
prinees and nations, the rich and 
the poor, the wise and the ignorant, 
the young and the old; so that this 
despised Redeemer soon became the 
acknowledged and honoured master 
of innumerable converts. In- his 
life, while be was working miracles 
and such things as never man did— 
actions which unequivocally bespoke 
his eternal power and Godhead, he 
attracted, Comparatively, few disci- 
But scarcely had he been 
lifled up upon the cross before con- 
verts gathered from every side to 
his exalted banner. When, tor ex- 
ample, St. Peter, on the day of Pen- 
tecost, preached this ‘Jesus of Na- 
zareth, whom by wicked hands the 
Jews had taken and slain, but whom 
God had raised up, and who was 
assuredly Lord and Christ ;’ the 
hearers were ‘ pierced to the heart, 
and ‘the same day were added 
to the church three thousand souls.’ 
Saul was breathing out 
(hreatenings and slaughter, it was a 
voice saying, ‘ Saul, Saul, why per- 
secutest thou me? Lam Jesus whom 
thou persecutest, that breught that 
once preud and hardened Pharisee 


ples. 
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to the submission of the taith, and 
rendered hin a confessor and martyr 


for the cause of his Redeemer. 
From that moment he learued to 
glory inthe Cross of Christ. To 


this he tnmoputed the w hole success 
ot bis minisiry. * And I, brethren.’ 
said he, * when | came amoug you, 
came not with excellency ob speech 
or ol Wisdom, for | determined not 
tu (now any thing among you save 


Jeeus brist. and him erucified.’— 


Taus in this and various other pas. : 


gaces, he teaches us that the doec- 
trine of a crucited Redeemer is the 
great, and all-powertal i: 
for the coaversion of mankind.- 


istruient 


* Where, again he exclaims, * is the | 
Where is the disnuter ol ies | 
Hath aot God made toolish 


wise .’ 
world ? 
the wisdom of this world?) bor after 
that in the wisdom of God the world 
by wisdow knew not God, it pleased 


God, hy the loolishness of preaching, 


to save them that believe. Por the 
Jews require a sign. qud the Greeks 

t ’ ¢ erie . 
seek affer Windom: but.” continues 
he, ‘we preach Christ) crucified.’ 


And if we would see the elect Oh 


this preaching, fet us enumerate the 
churches which that hots 
planted; let us behold his missionary 
Jahvours cone the heathen, aad the 
surcess with which they were at 
tended; and if ecclesiastical history 


upost tc 


Curst Crac ied, the great Instremet of Conversion, 


dees not deceive us, | might add, | 


Jet us behold, at this moment, the! 


ultimate effecis of his exertions in) 


our own island, where he 
posed to have come, for the purpose 
of preaching, for the first time, to 


our pagan forefathers, that Saviour. 


who, when thus exhibited in all his 
holy doctrines and precepts, was to 
draw all men after hin. 

' From Seripture we might turn 
to the evidence of daily experience 
to prove that the 
* Christ crucified, is the most pow- 
erful instrument for the couversion 
of mankind. If we look around tn 
the world, we shall discover, that | 


exibition of 


is sup.) 


proportion as the Cross of the Re- | 





11s 


ita native 
unentangied with vain 
philosophy and scholastic jangling, 
aul unencumbered ry the ponp and 
pride of the hurnan heart; the con- 
sciences ol men ure awakened, their 
heatis are suodued, there affections 
become m a 
word, new creatures in Christ esas. 


jdeemer is displayed in 


STN E AM ite 


are captivated; they 


Let us goto the hardened profligate, 
the moral suasion of the 
cold lecture on the 
‘beauty of virtue, and the * dignity 
ot man,’ and * the eternal fitness of 
thoes’ will touch his bosom with 
(hat compunection which is often 
excited by a simple display of the 
ifee tion, the grace, the me rey of 
jinn * who loved us and gave him- 
selt for us; in order that by his 
steppes wetuchtbe healed. Let us 
vy lo the eouch of an eXpiring sin- 
ner, and see whether any (hing will 
attract his atiention and touch his 
heart like the doctrine of the Crose 
of Christ. We may discuss the 
ethies of heathenisim, and we shall 
but chill and discust him; we may 
preach the tervors of futurity, aad 
we shall, perhaps, but atfright himg 
Wwe may urge penances, and tears, 
and austerilies, and we shall) but 
repel him. But let us tell him of 
the Cross of a Saviour; let us point 
him to that creat Hieh Priest whe 
offered up hinnsell a willing and all- 
sufficient sacrifice for our sins; let 
us exhibit, in its saered benigaity, 
the character of the expiring Re- 
deemer; and by the Divine influ- 
ence accompanying the word preach- 
ed, we shall melt his soul, we shall 
hring the tear of penitence down bis 
cheek, we shall attract him to the 
arms of that blessed Saviour, whe 
hath seid,‘ Him that cometh unto 
me Twill in no wise cast him out.’ 
The very words that have been 
mentioned intimate the constraining 
effets of the doctrine of * Christ 
errcified.? Ttis not said | will alarm 
nen into repentance, L will terrify 
them into sabmissiong bat [E will 


and see ol 


acliools, if a 
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114 Account of a De 
draw them after me; I will so mould 
their will, so influence their affec- 
tions, xo secure both their judgment 
and their hearts, so make them feel 


their own need and my power to’ 


supply it—their own weakoess and 


ny strength—their owo sin aud iny | 


MISCELLANEOU 


Messrs. Editors, 
forthe Repertory, the following 


circumstances 


I transmit, 
melancholy oarrative of 
connected with the last hours of a stran- 

ealled to vient, in my 
and on whom I anxsous- 

Alter perusing 

ts publication 


CLERICUS. 


ger, whom tl was 
officia. Capacity; 
ly attended wath b 
it vr can tadge 

will be useful, 


In March of 1818, one of our e1- 
tizeus called at my house. and ascer- 


eath 


whether 


taining that | was pot within, leit 
word that a Mr. -————-, being very | 


sick, at a house desiguated by him, 
wished much to 
mient.. Not coming 


that evening 


ok ae 
home till late 


to comply with his request uatil the. 


next morning. Accordiigiy I set 
out at an early hour alter breaklast, 
ou my visit to the stranger; and ou 
entering the huinble dwelling wiere | 
he had been lodged a few days be- 
fore, found bim a maa advanced in 
years, fast sinking vader a pulinona- 
ry disease. After exchaugiag the | 


ordinary salutations, i took a seat at), 


j; Kage 5 


his request by his bed-side. Lf asked 
him more particularly how be felt. 
He seemed much agitated, and re- 


turned no answer; the tears started | 
‘luptuary in the world than myself ; 


from his eyes, and he covered his| 
face with the sheet ; 
ation he remained some minutes.— |, 
He then uncovered his face and ad- 
justing the sheet on his breast, com- | 
menaced some account of the “state 


‘of his health, and concluded by an’ 


allusion to the awful prospect of | 
inevitable and speedy diseolutior |, 
which was belore them. I observ ed 
that let the event of his sickness be | 
what it would, there was one thing | 


Suipremely important in his case, |, 


me i conve! 
, f tound myself unable - 


siderable 
‘uncovering his bead, he resumed his 


| (stretching them out) are 
psoued with blood ; 


crime was the result of 
jer of the organization of 


in which situ- | 


atueBed Scene, NOVEMBER, 
salvatioa—that T will altract ‘iem 
by my induences: they shatt wil. 
ingly embrace ay cause, enrol 
ibemselves as ny disciples, couguer 
by my power, and, at length, euler 
/into my glory. 

{To be continued. } 


S DEPARTMENT. 


‘which was a speedy preparation te 
meet his God in judgment. ‘To this 
he gave a prompt and cordial assent. 

\** But,” continued he, with an em- 

phasis and countenance of woe and 

| despair, which I never stall forget, 
* there is, sir, in my case, a tnelan- 
choly singularity, which preciudes 
add hope of my ever seeing Uod in 
peace. Lam one of the vilest of 
sinners, and the iwost wretched of all 
mankind. ‘There ia vot to he found 
one on earth, so deeply stained swith 
guilt,or so keealy stung by remorse.” 
| When he bad thus spoke, bis utler- 
ance became choabed, and the tears 
streamed down his turrowed chees3;3 
he agaio covered his face, anda: 
stlence easued. Woaen, 


complaints ia the following fan- 
*? (‘is true, sir, these hands 
not crime: 
nor have i ever 
been guilty of cruelty, dishonesty, 
or uiany other flagrant sins of that 
but all this abstinence from 
education, 
my ond. 
| But there never was a greater vo- 


village : 


destitute of every thing like sobriety 
of mind, and steadiness of 


sion; carried about by every vagrant 
lust; ‘led captive by satan at his 
, Will;’ but there are other thiags—” 
Here bis voice began to faulter, and 
bis lips to quiver, whilst his eye 
spoke horrible things; then sudden- 
iy raising his withered arm aloft. he 
cried with a foul aad impassioned 
tone, “ O, sir, if you knew my his- 


habit, - 
) have been ali my life the sport ef oas- 
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tos, my wretched history, you 
yoursell, dis oosed as |b see you are 
to ity me, would be compelled to 
ackhuowledge that it is a desperate 
cuse.”’ Being alinost atlecied tu 
tears by the melancholy scene be- 
fore me; L endeavoured to set be 
fore him the promises of the gospe: 


and the intinite extent of Good's) 


Mmerey 5 supportibs My Assurances 
by many quotations trom: seripture, 


and a reference to many lastances 


furnished thereby, im whieh the 
goodnes of God had been extended, 
in a most remarkable manner, to the 
Vilest transgressors. He interrupted 
me ov observiog, °° L know that tied 


: : . 1 
is merciluls but is he not just as well 


as imercilul?” bt replied that his jus 
tice had been satisiied, tor the sins 
ol every true penitent. 
a ipan repents, and beleves on Je- 
sus Christ, he comes within the em. 
brace of merey; and has a right, in 


virtue of the sufferings and death of | 


Christ, to plead the covenant ol 
grace, as a bar agatust all the claims 
oi justice. He observed, * you speak 
ol cepentance, by that you sting me 
to the quick: for, beileve me, sir. 
I am now reduced, by sin, to such a 
feariul state ol desperation, that | 
am not able to say * God bless me,’ 
or‘ God be merciful to me a sinner.’ 
1 feel as if it would be profanity, 
as if it would be blasphemy, to pre- 
ler a simple petition to that insulted 


Being. ©, sir, if you knew my sad, | 


sail history, you would despair of 
me lor ever; the gates ol paradise 
are inexorably shut against me; and 
the mercy of God is clean gone lor 
ever. ‘O, wretched man that | am 
who shall deliver me from Uns 
death.” ‘The vehemence of manner, 
and the agony of mind, with whieh 
he spoke these last words, seemed 
to exhaust him; his head sunk upon 
his pillow, and his eyes seemed to 
be closing in the bitterness of death. 
My heart bled within me I sai} 


within imysell, surely there ts same |) 


thing strancely mysterious abeut this 
Vol. la..No. 4. 


ai 
SO SOUD as 
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lauidlerer. bt wished to know that hie 
ory to which he sv ireqguentiy allue 
Jed, as al be wished to communicate 
Ul. But, tearing lest the recital might 
foo much allect him | arose, pray ed 
with ham, and leit him, with an as 
jsurance that | would soou call to 
see hin again, 

Che next morning Lagain visited 
thim, and louad bio in the same 
| wretched and untserable state of 
| 





mind He seemed overwhelmed 
with a load of guilt too heavy to be 
borne, and all his Coversation was 
titled with the most aftleeling ex- 
! OPresslons ol remorse and despair. l 
therefore resumed, as s00n as possi- 
ble, the suljeet ol religion, witha 
Jrelerevee to bis particular case. | 
jmentioned the inevitable benetits 
resulting Irom @ sincere repentance, 
and a hearty serrow tor sin, that the 
state of mind which ever accompa- 
jtned penimence lor sin, engaged the 
hindest regard of God, and was ever 
heheld by btu with infinite compla- 
jeeucy. ‘his, | remarked, you seem 
jto teel, judging trom your expres- 
euee ol serrow tor your past lite — 
“* t teel a sorrow, indeed, sir,” said 
The, ‘but mine is not the sorrow tor 
sin of which God can approve L 
Jieel no hatred tor sin from right mo- 
| tives, that is, because it is an offence 
| 








against Almighty God, and tatinite- 
fy odious in his sight. My hatred 
for sin, is because it has ruined me, 
and brought me down to this bed of 
‘disease and death. and will quickly 
destroy my soul in hell. Such pe- 
| nitence ts allogether selfish in its ori- 
vin, and utterly incapable of impart- 
ing any moralizing influence to my 
heart. | understand the principles 
of religion well enough to know, 
‘that there is a wide difference be- 
tween the deep and disinterested 
contrition of the true, evangelical 
oenitent, and the shallow and cow- 
cardly penitence of the arrested cri- 
miaal” 

‘l'o the truth of this sentiment I 
esseuted, and tovok occasion to re+ 
3 








moe ean 

















416 Account of a Death-Bed Scene. 


YOVEMBER, 


present to him the necessity implied, |/ed to pierce his soul like a dayger, 


by hi- own Hlus'ration of repentance. 
of its being wrought in the soul, by 
the Holy Ghost, helore it could be 
fenuine, or acceptable to God. Ol 


ol mind, 


this necessity he expressed his cor: 


dia. helmet; remarking, ‘it 1 eve 
dent that man possesses, of bimsell, 
no moral strength; that he has no 
power, of himsell, to do amy thing 
pleosing or acceptalle to (rods on 
the orineiple that bis heart, beige 


impure, nothing pure can spring frou: | 


it, any more than a bitter fountain 
can send lorth sweet water. Ht no- 
thing can rise above its level. the 
actions of a depraved and sintul be- 
ing cau never rise to the purity of the 
divine law. I then firmly belevedn 
the necessity of a divine ageney on 
the mind, before it can be i a situa 
tion to engage the favour of God.” 


Expressing my coneurrence in. 


these views, and making some re 
marks, designed to urge the neces- 
sity of his making speedy and im- 
po tunate applieation to the throne 
ol erace, tor the blessing he so much 


needed, | again took my leave of 


hin, without finding an opportunity 


ol drawing from bin the bistory of) 


bios ite. at the recollection of whieh 
he had manifested so much distress. 


I called again, in a day or two | 
and found him miseratle. but ex- | 
pressing some little reliel from my | 


exhibition of the plan of redemption. 
and saying, “ perhaps the benelits o! 
the atonement may be gracious.s 
extended to me by the Almighty 


Anxious to know whether this glim- | 


mering hope was a ray from the Suan) 


o! Highteousness, or the creature o} 
presumption and self-love, | inquired! 
of him, whether his sense of guil! 
and misery had moved him to em- 


ploy earnest prayer to God for par- | 


don and relief. ‘To my surprise, he 
answered, “| have not preterred a 
single petition to God since my sick- 


ness—no. nor tor twenty years be. | 


fore.” 


never prayed. This question seem- | 





! then asked him if he had > 


' 





and awaken all bis tormer anguish 
He drew the sheet ball 
way over his face, as if to conceal 
his contusion, and in a voice of plain- 
live sadness, answered, “O yes, I 
have olten prayed in a certain way.” 


‘tL wasted for an explanation. He 


then, alter some hesitation, and with 
inuch obvious contusion and agita- 
tron, revealed to me, as the bitterest 


‘source ol bis sorrow and remorse, 


thathe had been a MINISTER OF THE 
GosepenL! alter which shocking com- 
munication, With a trembling glance 
al my countenance, he said, ** pow 


}you will cast me off as a wretch in- 


deed; you will visit me no more.” 
t assured him his lear was ground- 


less; that the compassionate Saviour 


taught all his servants to * weep 


‘with those that weep,’ and not allow 


any wretchedness of suffering hu- 
manity to exceed the measure of 
their sympathy and compassion. 

Alter we had both recovered from 
the paintal sensations awakened by 
this humiliating disclosure, | endea- 
voured to elicit from him some tur- 
ther developement of his interesting 
history. This, alter some hesita- 
tion, he fully made. 1 do not con- 
ceive it necessary or proper to re- 
cord any more of his dife, than that 
he was at an early age introduced 
into the gospel reinistry; in which 
oflice he lived for seven or eight 
years, in the enjoyment of great 
eclat as a preacher; but forming 
dissipated habits, in that time, by a 
free and unguarded inte:course with 
someol the wealthy and luxurious 
members of his congregation; he 
inally abandoned the office, and 
surrendered himself to the dominion 
of his cruel pa-sions. 

After the conversation which put 
me in possession of these faets. I in- 


. . . FF 
‘quired of him whether he had been 


a subject of the converting grace of 
trod; or, in the language of Serip- 
ture, Was he ‘a new creature’ in 
Christ Jesus, when he entered the 





- 





isis. 


ministry. 
tic voice, he answered, * No, sir, I 


2 , 
do not think L ever was; indeed, l 


aim sure ] never eXprerie acead that 
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Ina prompt and empha- 4 


radical change of the moral man, 
Which the Sertpiures require. All 
that i ever felt, was a general re 


gard for virtue, aud an admiration 
for what | thought moral evcelience, 
but nothing ol 
and emotions of which real) ehris 
tians speak.” What then, I anequired, 
could have induced you to assuine 


80 solemn and sacred an office, with, 


all the dread respoustbiltly beiong- | (as own 


ing toit?’ “twas actuated,” he 


the peculrar VICWs | 


replied, “ by motives which, | tear, | 


lead many to take this fatal step.— 
I thought ita respectable profession, 
and one which would aiford me a 
fine opportunity of indulging my 
love for science and literature, and 


also for exhibiting talents for public | 


speaking, which | too well knew 1 
possessed. 
lowed motives by which | was im. 
pelled, instead of those arising trom 
the claims of religion. And how 
often, during my ministry, have | 
heard my eloquence applauded by a 
blind crowd, whilst } was, at the 
time, heated by intemperate drink- 
ing, And I was fool enough to be 
pleased with this empty flactery, and 
to rejoice in my popu arity, when it 
would have been better for me * had 
and 1 east into the aea;’ when i 
had been a merey, had some one 
knocked me on the head, aod put an 
endtomy miserable career—v lool, 
that | was.” Finding, by the in- 


his mind 
return of those 


and manner, that 
threatened with a 
paroxysms of remorse and despair, 
with which it had Seen so frequent!s 
convulsed, I endeavoured to alta 
the rising anguish by changing th: 
conversation; atfer which 1 tool 


my leave oi hin tor the day. 
{lo be concluded, } 





bor the Repertory. 
ON PRAYER MEFTINGS, 

Man is eminently a social being. 
ile has been placed in this world to 
ive, got jor himseil alone, but tor 
ihe glory ol fis Creator, and the 
venetit aod happinessol those around 
him. We tad that every man, in 
obedience to this wise desiga of his 
creation, is Constramped, by the very 
constitution of his nature, to seek 
an intimate association with those 
Whose ailections, desires, and pur- 
suits, aresimilarto,andinunison with 
Hlence the lovers of plea- 
sure form one ¢trele; the lovers of 
Dusiness, a second; the lovers of 
literature, a third ; and th® lovers of 
God, though found mingled with the 
other circles, form a distiocet aad 
united band, separated from all 
others by a broad line otf demarea- 
tion and bound to each other by the 


strongest and most endearing ties. 


' 
These were the unhal- | 


And under the dictates of inelina- 
lion, every servant of God may say 


(to Him to the language of the psalm- 


| 


. ; speck || Worshippers of Jehovah, in all aces 
a millstone been tied about my neck allel , aces. 


ist 
that fear thee and keep thy com- 
s maminents.’ 


‘Lam a companion of all them 


The operation of this social prin- 
ciple in’ man, therelore, even were 
there no commands on the subject, 
would account for the intimate asso- 
cations and trequeat assemblies that 
have taken place among the strue 


| * . * . 
, Gul the operation of this prince. le 


| bas been seconded and enforced hy 


many positive precepts; and, there. 


| 


| 


creasing vehemence oi his language ) hich cannot 


Was) 


+ se 
jiore, the servants of God bave united 
j 


social worship as an ordinance 
be neglected without 
exercises ol social 


ruilt. “These 


worship have generally been prac- 


| hinds, 


1} 








among Cliristians in three 
1. ‘Phe public exercises of 
he church 2. Family worship. 3. 
hose social devotions which boid 
‘yout a middle rank between the 

/cuuhe services of the ehureb and 

‘ne devotions of the hunedy circle. 
‘To the two former kinds of social 


tised 
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worship, but few objections have} vith the professed design of wor- 


been snade a nongst (hove who pro 
fess and cal! the uselves Christians. 
But. against the last kind, the most 
Vioieat objections have been urged 
by sone meinbers of alino-t every 
Christian denomination, and espe 
cially. Oy great numbers of those 
Wi call the nselves the triends and 


Bu perters of the Protestant Episco- | 


palo tureh. ta eertain: oloces se- 
cial religious meetings are opnosed 
vader a untstaken appreheaston that 
they are nurseries of spiritual pride, 
sehisin, fanaticism, and a variety ol 
unnamed and inconsiderable evils. 
Now, as he who tere takes uy) his 
pen oo the subjeet, is persuaded trom 


long acquaintance with those pro-! 


served ass mulies, that they are 
quite harmless and inoffensive, he 
will humbly attempt an apology tor 
them; and hopes to convince the 
readers of the Repertory, that) to 
attend and advocate them, foes not 
necessarily imply an abandonment 


of the Christian character or ol 


Episcopal principles. 

1. When listening to the ceasure 
cast Upon praver meetings. we have 
often paused in astonishment to in- 


The objectors seldom, or never con- 
deinn the many associations formed 
amongst men for literary, commer- 
cial, or political purposes. Vn 


asseinblies lormed forthe purpose ol 


worldly amusement and dissipation. 
such asthe theatre and ball, pass 
under their observation with slight 
censure, and sometimes, with only 
a very moderate caution against de- 
voting too much time to them. How 


is it then, that the reproaches of | 


these mild and moderate men. who 


human nature, become so severe 
When associations professedly re/t- 
lous is their object? Do the sup- 
porters of those associations assume 
the guise of religion, merely for the 
puroose of undesnining it? 9 Ar 


-hi ping God, but in reality, passing 


’ . 
away the social hour in) worldly 


conversation or tring vanities ? Or, 


prs at their intention, under the ap- 


earance of greater sanctity. to proe 
mote schism and dissensious among 
the followers of Christ ? 

Noue of these things are alleged. 
They are generally considered as 
well disposed but weak people. whe 
make too much ado about relivron, 
and are enthusrashically devotea to 
the pursuit of its visionary joys, and 
righteous overmuch in the per- 


\ formance of tts severer duties. 


iow it oiay be amongst other 
denominations of Christians, © pre- 
lead not to say, and would not un- 
dertake the task of defending ali of 
them against the charge of enthusi- 
asm and fanaticism; vet it will not 
be contended that enthusiasm is the 
besetting sin of Protestant Episeo- 
palians, or, that many of them are 
to be found who are guilty of excess 
in the fervour of their devotional 
feelings, or in the discharge of the 
more rigid duties of piety. On the 
contrary, their lukewarmness has 


been lor years a subject of complaint 
quire, What was the cause of it?) 


and lamentation to bishops, priests, 
and deacons. And though many of 
these little engines of enthusiasm, 
Which are supposed to be charged 
with the eleetric fire of zeal, have 
heen operating in different sections 
of the church, yet it is too obvious 
that there are many parts of our 
ecclesiastical body which have not 


felt the warming and enlivening 


shock. 
So far then, as these meetings are 
charged with causing or abetting 


enthusiasm, or excessive zeal. it is 
are so indulgent to the frailties of 


believed the charge cannot be maine 
lained against them as they extst in 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
it is, indeed, true, that in most 
‘olaces: where they are established, 
ithey have been instrumental in pro- 
lucing in the minds of the people 


they all hypocrites, meeting together s/a greater zeal in attending the publie 
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services and holy ordinances ol the 
eburch—in perlorm.ng (be inportani 
duties ol lannaly religion, and oom” 
seeking the transtorming spirit: acd 
precious comtorts of € hristranity 
than exiated orevious to: their esta 
blishment. In many places the 
Holy Spirit) bas been found im 
His awotkhening, converting, and 
sanctitving influences, in answer to 
the fervent pravers which have been 
offered up in these soci assem olie- 
of God's people. Numbers ot the 
elergy can testify to the salutary 
elfects which they have produced 
amongst the people of their charge 
And at least two of our veneralnve 
bishops, who have been so favoured 
as to witness extensive revivals o! 
religion in’ their churches, acknow- 
ledve with gratitude, that these as- 
gociations powerfully aided ino the 
advancement of the work of the 
Lord. 

liit be alleged that the increased 
zeal to which we have alluded, is a 
zeal without Knowledge, and the ap- 
parent piety nothing more than a 
false and clamorous profession. unat- 
tended with the fruits of sober and 
practical religion, we demand the 
proofs—and, till they are given, shall 
think the meetings in question vindt- 
cated fromthe charge of crdhustasin, 
unless all things are tiatle to the 
eensure which contribute to the econ 
version of sinners, and the sanetif- 
cation and comtort of believers. 

2 Phe meetings im question are 
objected to on the ground of their! 
“forming Ecclesia in Eeelesia’ or, . 
achurch nithina church: «a church, 
too, founded not on the broad prin 
ciples of the Christian church, which | 
comprehends the good and the bad; | 
but upon such narrow and exclusive | 
principles, that the godly only are 
adinitted within its pale. Of such ! 
associations in the Episcopal churel. | 
we have no knowledge, nor does | | 
defence of them enter koto mv pre 


sent design. Butab any mumber « | 


pious persons are disposed to suri | 


themselves into a society for the 
laudable purpose of mutual religious 
nprovVement, we see not how a rea- 
sonable objection can lie against 
such a society more than agains: @ 
iterary or political club. But se 
lar as our knowledge extends, the 
social religious meetings held in 
some parishes of the Protestant 
bjpiscopal chureh, are not societies 
distinet trom the organized congre- 
gations, and requiring terms ol ¢om- 
inunion diferent from those required 
by the church, or, rodeed, any terms 
of communion at all. 

They are voluntary assemblages 
of the whole congregation, or ot all 
that are disposed to attend at stated 
times, for the simple purpose of 
uniting in acts of prayer and praise, 
and of listening to the reading aud 
expounding of God's word, by his 
muinisters, 

They are institutions designed 
for the moral and religious improve- 
ment of the whole congregation, 
and none can reasonably complain 
of being excluded; for the doors arc 


vapen to all, and no particular prefes- 


son of pr ty is required as a title to 
edmasston. And as their benebts 
are not destencd to be contined to 
the teuly pious, neither are they, i 
fact. Happy should | be to enter 
tain the beliel that the great numbers 


who attend prayer meetings in dil- 


ferent places, were all sincere and 
faithiul followers of the Redeemer; 


but it is well known that many at- 


teud them oceasionally, and some 
statedly, who are manifestly ‘in the 


'eall of bitterness and bond of ini- 


quity, and make no pretensions to 
an experimental knowledve of re- 
ligion. 

Willit still be asserted that an at- 
tfendance on such meetings ismaking 
‘ahigher profession of godliness 
than the gospel requires 2? Is it, 
‘hen, super-ehristian sanctity lor the 
‘lizious apd itreligious to meet 
gether in the same ploce for the 
purpose ol social worship? Does not 
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the gospel require us to unite in acts 
of supplication and praise—and ‘not 
to foraake the assembling our 
selves together, as the manner ©: 
aome is 
the visible church, under the 
‘lestament, offen assemble tor reli 
gious purposes: bid not the tieet 
followers of Jesus meet in thet: 
Master's nume, lo encourage each 
other in their good prolession—to 
peak of his love—to supplicate bis 


ol 


Wn Prayer Meetings, 


2 Pid not the members oc: | 
Old) 


| 


biessings and proctaim his praise ? | 


Did not these meetings take 
in the night as well as in the day- 
and, jor ought we know, in“ barus’ 
and “ school houses 2° 

Lt will not be pretended that the 
religious meetings of believers in 
the first ages, were held onty in 
eonsecrated houses. and on the sat 
bath—but, if it should be, we remem- 
ber the words of our Lord * wherever 
two or three are assembled together 
in my name, there am ft in the midst 
of them ’—and of st. Paul, * exhort 
one another dai/y—and of the pro- 
phet, which at ouce affordsa sanction 
and encouragement to those assem- 
blies—‘ then they that feared the 
Lord, offen spake one to another; 
and the Lord hearkened and heard 
it, and a book of remembrance was 
writien before bim, for them that 
feared the Lord, and thought upon 
his name. And they shali be mine 
saith the Lord of Hiosts, in that day 
when LT imake up my jewels; and | 
will spare thein as aman spareth his 
own son that serveth him.’ 

3. ‘The charve of resembling the 


anetent Pharisecs, which is some- 
fime2 alleged against the attend- 


ants on prayer meetings, seems to 
be a very unfortunate one, as the 
members of that sect were celebrated 
for a strict and punctilious regard to 


place | 


the letter and outward ceremonies | 
of the law, to the neglect and dispar. | 
} 


agement of inward purity and prac 


tical moratity, while the supporters | 


of the meetings in question, are com- 


monty accused of slighting the cere- | 
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| monies of the church, attaciing 00 


| 


little importance to outward ordi- 
vances, and too much to an unward 
work of Divine grace upon the heart. 
| the charge of phariseisin is ade 
irom a conviction that they are ail 
hypocrites, we would remind those 
who make it, of the precept or cur 





| Lord, * judge net, and ye shalt not 


be judged.” if the charge be iounced 


jon the laet that they © display their 


religion in other ways than by at- 
lending upon the public ordinances 
ol the church, viz. by exhibiting it 
in their ordinary conduet, amd by 
lrequentiy iptrodueing it as a topie 


of conversation in the social cirele,’ 





We ask il they are not, in this, adorn- 
jn the doetrive of God, their ~a- 
;viour?! Is religion a garment which 
is to be worn only in the eburch ? 
is it not to be our daiiy companion, 
lo go with ns wherever we go—con- 
trolling and sanetilying our ordinary 
intercourse with the world? Is the 
chtistian to be ashamed of his Lord 
and Master, when he hapnens to be 
thrown into a circle of irrelig:ous 
people ? Is he to shun all conversa- 
lion upon religion, as a topic too 
holy for any day but the Sabbath— 
too sublime and grave for any lips 


but those of a reverend divine? Is 





it not a Christian precept that we 
should have our conversation sea- 
soned with the salt of piety, that it 
may minister grace unto the hear- 


Jers’ Are we to see sinners perishing 


around us, and vet never evenin a 
Whisper, speak a word to alarm them 
of their danger? Are we daily to 
ineet with those who profess to be 
pilgrims travelling to the world of 
blessedness, and yet never converse 
with them about the perils of our 
common journey, the eneourage- 
ments we meet with in it, or ifs 
clorious termination? Surely any 
‘bristian professor may deem it a 
high honour to be charged with such 
pharisaism as this. 
To be vuffed up with a proad con~ 
ceit of our own gooduess ; virtually 
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to say in our addreses to God * | 


thank thee that Lam not as other, 


meu are, and im our intercourse 
with menu‘ stand by, lor Lam holier 
than thou,’ manilests a spirit totally 
foreign to that of true relignon, and 
Wherever and in whomsoever found, 
is richly deserving of the severest 
reprovbalion, 


the allendants on prayer meetings, | 


Kut it is beweved that 


{ 


are not more justiy chargeable with | 


possessing this spirit, Chia thear 
ne.ehdours. Lithey think themselves 
so very good, why do they deem it 
necessary to attend upon so many 
Ineats of grace tor the sake of mah- 
ing themselves better? Why do 
they, in ther social devotions, miake 
such humpling confessions of their 
Own unworthiness and guilf—sach 
fervent suppueations for merey, as 
ioiney theucit themselves to be 


It be said that these seli-condemniaig 
Conlessions and ardeat supphications, 
besng made in the preseuce of others, 


are nothing more than an ostenta- | 


tious parade of humility and zeal— 


With equal propriety, be brought 
against those who, in a much more 
public manner, jon in the equally 
humbling conlessions and equally 
fervent supplications of our admira- 
ble liturgy? Por, surely, it will not 
be admitted by those who dite: 
from us, that devotional services 
mean nothing, and are not designed 
to express the feelings of the wor- 
shipper, because they are read from 
a book. 
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be spent—an evil that will shortly 
cure itsell “Phe assertion however, 
is here denied—and denied upon the 
slrong ground ol experience and 
lact. tas believed that meetings 
ol this desertion have been main- 
tasned ia all those ages when the 
spirit ol piely has been pure and 


ardent, And itis to be hoped that 
wherever they are established aud 
properly conducted, they wilh 
through the blessing oF iim te 


Whose glory they are devoted, long 
continue to exist. Whatever may 
be the fact with respeet to then ia 


yo one city,’ itis well kKuown that ia 


many ol the cities, and towns, and 
Villages, imour country, they * have 
continued for a considerable length 
ol time.” —and in one of our cities, 
as is well hnown to the writer of 


this paper, that those in connection 
miserable acd perishing sinners? Li, 


with the Episcopal ehurch, of whieh 
there are many, have continued tor 
a creat number of years, and pgene- 


orally, ina state of bigh prosperity. 


And when, a lew years since, it was 


| succvested to the venerable founder 
We may ask, il the charge may not. 


4. It is said by some of the ene- | 


mies of prayer meetings, that © dhey | 


contain within themselves, the seeds of 
their own dissolution.” Why then, 


we may ask, are these laborious et | 
forts made to suppress them? Why | 


is it necessary that profanity should | 


deride, formality anathematize, and 


authority frown and threaten, in or- 
der to put them down ? Hf the asser- | 
tion be true, the suirit wilael main- 
tuins them, is a fire that will soon 


ol them, that their enemies expected 
to see them extinguished alter his 
decease, the faith which bad ani- 
mated him during a long and uselal 
lite, moved him to make the follow- 
jing noble reply: “ They are much 
‘mestaken ; fer, through the grace of 
(iod those mectings will continue to 
extst so long as there is praying 
breath in Was city.” God grant that 
his words may prove true, with re- 
spect to their continuance in every 
place where they are established! 
5. [tis furtherasserted, that prayer 
meetings “have been, and Sor ever 
will be. a means of seducing from the 
worship of the covimunion of the Pro- 
festant bpiscopal church.” "Vhis ee- 
sertion may possibly be maintained 
so far as relates to such meetings 
established in Cissenting commu- 
uiops. For itis well known that 


cinany Episcopalians, living in places 


where they were favoured with so- 


cit worship only once ina week, 
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and that after a very cold manue 
have turned. their wack upou tie 
ehurch of their fathers, and wails 
diawna trom her communion tor the 
vers purpose Olen joy ny. aMmOnYE olher 
denominations, those meetings which 
they deemed valuable helos to Chem 
jn the relignous tite. | Phas erecum- 
stance, therelore, aflords a powerlul 
argument in tlavour ob thei estaulish- 
mentin the kpiscopal church, as a 
means of preventing her meabers 
from wanderimy, and ol enlaging the 
horders of our Zion by Inducing 
those to enter her stavle and peace- 
ful walls, who were baptized al her 
alturs. If. however, the assertion in 
question is meant to have a beur 
ing Upon prayer meetings existing 
in the Protestant Episcopal chureh, 
it is believed to be wholly without 
foundation. 

it cannot be denied, that in con- 
gregations whieh have enjoved the 
privilege of attendime om those 
meetings under the administration 
ol one clergyinan, there have been 
great detections from the church un- 
der the admiuistration ol a succeed 
ing clergyman, who suppressed them. 
But these delections are to be attri- 
buted, not to the meetings, bul to 
the people's being deprived of jrivi- 
leges which they highly prized, and 
which the man, who became their 
spiritual pastor, wader such ereum- 
stances, Was tacitly obligated to 
continue tothem Noris it intended 
to deny, that in some congresations, 
where the prayer meetings are cou- 
ducted upon the model of those in| 
a particular dissenting denomination, 
whose hymn books and peculiar ha- 
bits of worship are introduced to the 
exclusion of the forms and sober 
customs of onr own church, several 
may have been wound up to such a_ 
pitch of enthusiasm, as to have ac 
quired a disrelish tor our seriptural 
liturgy; and have, consequently. 
fled to another communion for the 
sake of keeping up their ex‘raordi- 
nary devouional fervour. but it is 
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to be hoped that meetings conducted 
in (hat manner, are lew indeed, in 
vur church, and a vindication of 
them does notventer ‘nto the object 
of the present paper. 

All the Ejuseopal prayer meetings 
with wheb the wrter ol this paper 
is acquamted—and. he betieves, a 
vreal majoty of all those which 
now eXistin the « nited states, are 
conducied according to the apostolic 
precept, “decently and in order ’— 
Ati is grave, and solemn, and ra- 
onal. Striplings are vot turned 
into ieachers; nor do the ignorant 
~Olemnuly pronounce belore the gap- 
lug assembly, a detailed history of 
their wonderiul experence. There 
are no Violent shrieks of agony, nor 
obstreperous shouts of Joy 5 and 
though the responses are audiily 
made. vetit is believed that no mine 
ister who attends them can say, as 
an ancient lather did of his congre- 
gation that > their amenis like a clap 
ef thunder!” tu those meetings, the 
highest reverence is paid to) our 
evangelical liturgy; and there is a 
stiwt observance ol that canon 
Which directs that * belore all ser- 
mons and lectures, no prayers shall 
be used but those which are set forth 
in the book of common prayer.” 

Such meetings, so far trom sedue- 
ing people irom the ehurch, are just- 
lv entitled to the commendations 
olten bestowed on them by one who 
now eeaces our bench of bishops— 
“ They are the nurseries of eur com- 
nucuon.” And we are persuaded, that 
should any truly prous christian, 
who now dreads them as scenes of 
irregularity, and hot-beds of schism, 
be induced to attend one of them, he 
would witness such order, such so- 
lemnity, such -imple and affecting 
devotion. as wotld consirain him to 
acknowledge, ‘it is good for us to 
be heres’ for * this is none other but 
the house of God,aud this is the gate 
of tleaven.’ 

Those who think that meetings 


_of this description “ are a means of 


‘ 
| 
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seducing from the communion ol th. 
Ejpiseopai chureh,” are certainiy 
unacwuainted with their nature, ang 
have never patiently and candidly 
inquired into ther eflects. 

We are willing to rest our Cause 
upon an appeal to experience anda 
facts. It is well known, that ip 
many congregations where the ser- 
vice of the churen was disliked, and 
the responses feebly repeated, or 
net repeated at all, before the intro- 
duction of prayer meetings, the 
liturgy is now bighly relished, and 
andivly joined in with propriety and 
Examples of this might 
be given if necessary. lo which ot 
our congregations, we may trium- 
phantly ask: are the highest degrees 
ot devotional feelroe and interest 
excited by the public services of 
the church? In whieh are the re- 
sponses most audibly repeated? In 
which are the appropriate and pre- 
serived positions tor praying and 
praise most strictly comphed with? 
What parochial ‘reports generally 
exhibit the greatest number and most 
increase of communicants ? ‘To enter 
into 4 minute comparison might ap- 
pear invidious, and we. therelore, 
forbear. But let it be remembered 
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, doctrines, discipline, and wership of 
the Protestant: bypiscopal ehureh.” 
We would hope that such a charge 
Was never made deliberately, witha 
lull Knowledge of its import. Were 
we disposed to return * railing for 
railing,’ we might say that many of 
the clergy who oppose prayer meet- 
Ings. subscribed the doctrines ol the 
church only because it was essen- 
tial to their admission to the minis- 
try, and that they might be quaiited 
more successiully to sulve t those 
fundamental principles ol evangeli- 
/cal truth, on whieb the very foun- 
dations of our ehureh are lau. 
But we shrink from the responsibili- 
ty of making so awiul a charge and 
incline to dwell rather on * those 
things which make for peace, and 
things wherewith one may edify an- 
other.’ 


A Churchman of the Old School. 


_—»>-- 


Obituary 


(Communicated.) 

Died, in Snow-Hiil, Maryland, on 
‘Tuesday, the 14th of September, 
last, Miss Sarah Custis Handy, 
daughter of Joha C. Handy, Esq. 
vl the same place, in the 21st year 


that we have no dread ol the result | of her age. 


to winch the above inquiries would 
lead. 

‘he assertion made in the face 
of experience and tact, that prayer 
meetings seduce people from = our 
communion, is sometimes accompa- 
nied by an insinuation that the 
clergymen who attend them = are 
secretly hostile to the services of 
the church, and perform them only 
* because it is essential to the hold- 


ing of their stations, and the quati-| 
make a/ and exalted kind, which fortifies the 


We could weep over the) soul against the fears of the king of 


fying of themselves to 
schism.” 


i 


| 


| 
! 
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i duet, ina gentle affability, 


In noticing the death of this young 
lady, vain eulogium has no share. 
“She possessed a heart of the most 
amiable qualities. This was mani- 
fested in uniform rectitude of con- 
and an 
unaffected simplicity of deportment. 
She was ardent in her triendships, 
affectionate as a sister, dutiful in 
filial obedience, pious towards God, 
and rich in the faith of the gospel. 
Her religion was of that geauine 


spirit which could give rise to a@) terrors ; sheds a light of immortality 


charge like this, made against many | 


‘upon the glooms of the last hour; 


resvectable and pious men, bishops, _and converts a death-bed into a bed 


priests, and descous, who, under all | ot 


the solemnities of a vow, have de- 


peace and joy. Her triumphant 
exit, attested her sincerity in that 


elarel their attachment to “ the | faith which robs death of its stig, 
Vol. bwNe. 4 
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andl the grave of ita victory. Hers 

Wie gota deatu bed repentance — 

A inety whieh had devoted her * bo- | 
dy and spirit to her Creator, in the 

prone oof ber days, sustained her: 
through the atietion ob many. 
moult she met the last enemy 
wilh the intrepidity of a christian ; 
and ftriminplied in, the prospect of 
elermiy; and seened to have an 
anionating view of the glory which 
awerted her io the mansions of bliss, | 
Her last words were exclamations | 
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of yoy, and of fervent prayers for 
acceptance, through the merits of 
the Redeemer. ‘Then, with aemile 
on ber countenance, she sweetly 
slept in Jesus. 

‘The extensive train of relations 
whom she has lett behind, have not 
to mourn, ‘as those who have no 
hope; but tobe also ready, that 
they may meet her in Heaven, and 
be foam with her* on the right hand 
of God, when he =hall appear te 
make op his jewels.’ 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN st MMARY. 

For a oumber of years, publie 
alten tou has ceen constantly ex- 
Cited by a representation of — the 
awlul state ol the Heathen world. 
The ou-stonary soctreties ol the 
established chureh, the Baptists, 
Moravians, lethodists, and = tn- 
dependents, have made the most 
astonishing efforts to enhehten 
those who have heretofore sat in 
darkaess. by impartiog to them the 
knowledge and hoves of the ever- 
lasting gospel. ‘Their efforts have 
not beea in vain. Not fess than: 
200 missionaries are employed, i. 
heathen countries, from Great) Bri- 
ta.n alone. and whatever were their 


The progress of the gospel in the 
south Seas is unexampled inthe his- 
tory of missions. The whole group 
of isiands known by the name of the 
SOCTETY ISLANDS, are now proless- 
edly christian. ‘Phere are sixty- 
reven places olf worship at Otaheite, 
aml ditmeo; and 2,000 people read- 
Ing the word of God, in their own 
tongue. A brig, called the Hawtes, 
has beca built lor the sole purpose 
ol carrying the missionaries to and 
trom the different islands. * Theit, 
formerly a besetting viee, is now al- 
most uehnown among them. Fanaly 
praycr is setup in every house, and 
private prayer is almost universally 


attended to. Women are restored 


discouravements, at the outset, a! to their rank in socicty ; a new ge- 


lacge aud etfeetual door has been) 
oceued ior their various exertions. | 
Ethiora is stretching out her hands, 
unto aod. Asia, while she casts 
her idols of wood and of stone to be 
tramoled in the dust, ts brinciug her 
soos and her daughters to the foot 
of the cross, as humble candidates 
for eternal litle ‘The isles of the! 
sea are Wailing for the Redeemer ; | 
and no sooner does the faithful mis- 
sionary proclaim his joyful tidings, 


than, starting from their state of spi- | 
ritual bondage, and meral death, the | 
awakened isianders are introduced, 
by the power of trod. into the life 
and liberty of the gospel. 


neration of young ones is springing 
up beloved by their parents. What 
is most remarkable, a missionary so- 
ciety has been formed among the 
natives. ‘The hing is president and 
the various chiefs are secretary, 
treasurers, and) governors. Cocoa 
nuts, oll, arrow root, cotton, or pork, 
is fo be subscribed, and the funds 
sent to England. It is supposed, 
that there will be searce one inha- 
bitant, that will not be a member.— 
A great concern has been manitest- 
ed for the surrounding islands. ‘The 
gospel has spread by means of the 
natives themselves. ‘The inhabit- 


{ 

| 

. 

Fauts of some of the low islands to 











isiy. 


the eastward have cast away their | deveiopes 


idole, and inany are receiving the 
word of truth. Many trom the Mar- 
have learnt to read, 
the converted Otaheitans 


Hopes are 


(Ques Aar, 
some. ol 
are about visiting therein. 
entertained of the sandwich isiands, 
as some ul the natives had been al 
Tahiti.learnrog the word of Good, and 
had returned im an Aimerican brig, 
Which touched there, on her voy nge 
tothe sandwich oslands.” Pt sturtiues 
sta. d, that ino the Society isianuis, 
readtog had become ceneral among 
tle people, and that they are diti- 
rently engaged teaching each other: 
3.000 copies of Luke's gos el had 
been printed and sold tor three gal- 
Jons of cocoa nut onl, each copy :— 
thousauds were disappointed that 
no more were to be had — [tus be- 
lieved that ten thousand copies 
might have been sold ia ten days. 

Such are the animating accounts 
Which have recently reached us 
from the heathen world. But a tew 
years ago, missionary ellorts were 
but the small grata ol mustard seed 
planted in the ground; bat its root 
has been cherished try the 
husbandman, and now its branehes 
aire sureading from the ‘ river unto 
the ends of the earth. 

In the midst of these extraordina- 
ry exertions to send the light o! 
truth to heathen countries, it gives 
us pleasure to notice, that Great 
Britain does not forget her own un- 
enlightened children. =A’ society 
has been formed for the establish 
ment Of Home Misstons, under the 
titie of “© The Aneton UNron, bor 
THE PROMOTION OF TOE GOSPEL AT 
nome. Itimerant Societies had long 
existed for the same objeet but therr 
funds being small, and their opera- 
tions disconnected, aud conse- 
quently desultory and feeble, but 
little could be done foward sapply- 
ing the spiritual wants ef those who 
remained destitute of the means ot 
instruction. 
written with great force ond fecling, 


liv ine 


and | 


the 
The address, which is | 


Foreign fatelhzence. 25 
~* 


facts which we were 
scarcely prepared to believe; but 
their authentieny are beyond all 


dispute. “DT hts acludress states, "* Ubat 
in the vieinity «ol 
borders ob Buchkiighamshire, (here 


Lantury, on the 


ure 659 villages desiilate ot relisious 
culture, and) tostrueiien 
aflorded tor want oO. teeans. 
Devon, there are 30.000 souls in 
district: perishing jor lack of 
In Worcestershire there 
are Pht.000 Tphabitants, and aboot 
10,000 hear the pospel.  brereiord- 
shire ds a ‘land of darkness, aod 
muliutudes in the aorthern counties 
*know not God.” Sussex in not half 
enighiened; and evea ino surey, 
Where eliorts have long been made 
lov Lhe anbabitants, nearly Loo villa- 
ges are without che means ot grace.” 
A veneral meeting of the triends of 
had been called.— 


Cannel be 
Inonocta 


; ; 
hrowiedoe, 


home missions 


We heartily pray tor the success of 


this society. 

Letters from the Velhodist Missren- 
aries in the island of Ceylon, dated 
so late as January last, had reached 
‘They state ther progress 
bive assirnt- 


London. 
as highly encouraging. 
antaumissionaries had been added to 
their number, aud among them Cor- 
nelius de Lylun, a converted Cinga- 
fese, and John Anthony, a young 
man ob Portucuese descent. Catls 
lor misstonaries had been made tram 
Malatiey, on the eastern evast of 
Jatine; Poonercene, in the province 


ol Jatina; and trom Manusseram, the 


celebrated resort ot pilgrims trom 
India. “‘Phese stations they would 
supply as soon as the missionaies 
on theie passage should arrive.— 
Calls to some tinportant stations on 
the continent of india, they had 
been taable to meet lor want ol ta- 
bourers, An opening had been made 
in the Candian provinee ol Jaliagan 
lor schools, and the tirsc attempt to 
establish christianity in that pact of 
dominious of the late king of 
Candy, Wee about to be made.— 
1000 Cingalese children were G1 
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structed by these missionaries in 
the island. ‘They that the 
Sunday schools were the most suc- 
ceesiul. 

In contemplating this cheering 
intelligence from so many Quarters, 
we cannot help praying to the Lord 


stile 


of the harvest in the words of the 
poet. 

On all the earth thy « wit shower 

The wortd in richte anr ee renew 

Thy kingdom come and bell’s ‘erpower, 

Andt thy ecryptre subdue 

ee 
DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 
Sketch of Amerioan Religions In«titutions. 


( 


intimued fram page os, 


Religious Tntellivence. 


NOVEMBER, 


consists of thirty members, clergy- 
men, and laymen, ol different reli- 


(gious denominations, and residing 
an 


diflerent 
states. 


parts the 
It is especially 


Oo. lt rited 


proviced, 


that at Jeast “one cuarter part of 


| 
! 
t 





| 
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the annual income of the Board shall 
be appropriated to detray the ex- 
(pense of imparting the holy Serip. 
tures to unevangelized nation. in 
their own languages ;” and the tis- 
|Sionaries of the board are employed, 
jnot only in’ preaching the ge vel, 
jhut also in translating, publishing, 
| ind distributing the Scriptures, and 


jin establishing and superintending 


Next in importance to Bible Soc, 


clics ave Missionary Institutions. A- 
the orevalence olf the christian reli- 


} 
gion depends on a knowledge of the 


Holy Serptures, in subserviency to 


the Divine Spirit, the first step toe 


wards evanvelizing a heathen, or 


enlightening an ignorant people, is, | 


doubtiess, to put them in possession 
of the Bible. But 
proved that the Bible will neither 
be understoood vor generally perus- 


observation bas | 


ed, by a people destitute of a living | 


ministry. God has ordained that 
faith shall come by the hearing ol 
his word, and has untlormly honour- 
ed above all the other means ot 
couversion, and christian edification, 
the preaching of the gospel. 

‘The missionary societies of the 
United States, for foreign and do- 
mestic purposes, are more nunrerous 
than those of any other country in 
the world. O1 the first. there are three 
principal associations, aided sever- 


ally in the acquisition of their funds, | 


by many auxiliary societies. 
The American Board of Commis- 


stoners for Foreign Missions, was in- | 
1S10, * for! 


stituted in Boston, in 
the purpose of propagating the gos- 
pel in heathen lands, and among 
those who are destitute of a know- 
ledee of christianity, by susporting 
missionaries and ditfesicg a 


Kuow- 
ledge of the holy Seriptures,” and 


| perintending 


schools tor the general instruction of 
the young. 

The Roard meet annually to deter- 
mine the general methods of apply- 
ing their funds; but commit the ex- 
eculion ol their measures to a pru- 
dential committee of three gentie- 
men, appointed yearly trom their 
own body. 

‘The first permanent mission pa- 
tronized by this Poard, was estab- 
lished at Bombay, in the East Indies, 
in 1513. "There are now at that 
station. five American missionaries, 
encaged intrans atine the Sery tures, 
printing and distributing Serinture 
treets. and in establishing and su- 
the instruction of 
schools. in whieh more than six 
hundred heathen and Jewish ehil- 
dren are receiving a christian edu- 
/ cation. 

‘T'wo missionary stations were, 


| likewise, established by this board, 


on the island of Ceylon, in 1516; 


one at “Tillipally, and the other in 


Natticotta, district olf affpa. ‘here 
are now labouring at these sta‘:ons, 
three American missionaries—the 
fourth having died after a residence 
ol two sears in the island. ‘They 
have adopted the same = general 
course as ‘heir brethren at Rombay 5 
and have commenced preaching, 
sad the printing of the Seriptures. 


| oth these missions, it is -eped, 
} 
‘ 
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the missionaries 
from Bosiou was noticed 
pertory lor August. 

ln 1517, the board directed their 
atieation to the establishiment of ay 
mission among the Cherokee in-| 
dians, in) Mississippi Territory. A’ 
Slalion Was awecordingly selected on| 
Chichamaugah creek, since known | 
by the nome of Hrainard, where, 
under the superimtendance ot Rev. 
Cyrus Kingsbury. a sehool was inst 
tuted, in which the children of the 
tribe are taught the kuglish lan- 
guage, aud the christian religion, 
and the most promising means em- 
ployed for evangelizing and intro 
ducing the arts ol civilization among 
their parents. ‘This mission” has! 
received constant accessions; and is, 
at the present time, in a very pros- 
perous state. 

From Brainard, the benevolent 
efforts of the board were extended 
westward, to the Yalo Baushar, a 
branch of the Yazoo river, on which 
are settled a considerable remnant 
of the Choctaw nation of Indians. 
A missionary =tation was here eom- 
menced in June, 1838. Phe number 
of labourers of both sexes is about 
twelve. Several houses and a small 
mill have already been erected—a 
numerous school onened—and_ reli- 
gious instruction, by means of inter- 
preters, afforded the tribe. 

We noticed in our domestic 
summary, for September, the inten- 
tion of the Board to employ two 
missionary agents in’ Palestine, for 
the purpose of ascertaining the pre- 
sent condition of the christian and 
Mahomedan population of that. and 
other contiguous countries, and, it 
practicable, to found a mission ai 
Jerusalem—and in our last we ad- 
verted to the prospect of the forma- 
tion of a similar establishment, unde: 
the patronage of the Board, on the 
is'and of Owhyhee in the Pacific 


whose departure 
in the Re- 


| 
} 


Ocean. Phe missionar'es destined 
for the Jatter station, will shortiy 
sail from Boston. ' 
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event 
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The annual income of the board 
Is, al present, about forty thousand 
dlollars, 


Avstract of the Conve ronal Journal of Oh 


The second annual meeting ot the 
convention of the Protestant tits 
coal Church ot the Diocess of Oni, 
took place at Worthington, on the 
“a of June rast. 

bre ihe Rev. Philander 
Chase, Bishop of the Diocess; Kev. 
Samuel Jolson, minister of Christ 
Chureh, Crocinnati; Rev. Intregid 
Ytorse iministerol st James’ Chureh, 
Zanesville: and hev. hile 
hourn, otieiatwgc on Joba's 
Chuarch, Worthington; together with 
twelve Lay Delegates, trom ditfecent 
Churches in the state. 

The the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop, announces the interesting 
of his consecration to the 
Febrnary last, and 


(aii 


James 
st. 


address ol 


presents a detailed narrative of his 
every active and laborious Episcopal 


} 


Oho, since that period. 


services, periormed in the state of 


From the 


statements contained in the Episco- 


valaddress and those presented by 
the several clergymen who attended 
the convention, it alfords us a me- 


laneholy pleasure to leara that the 
‘inhabitants of the newly tormed, 
‘and thinly peopled, settlements of 
that state, are generally sensible of 
the unhappiness of living without 
the ordinances of the gospel-—that a 


| 


veneral disposition exists among 


‘them to secure, and, to the extent 
aay . . : eae 
ool their Tinited ability, to support 


them—that organized parishes are 
raphily mmultiplving—-and that the 
ministrations of the several Eniseo- 
val clergyrren now labouring in that 


state. either as itinerant or paroc! ial 


ministers, are well attended. .ad 


appear to have been tollowed with 


visible cood effeets. 
We copy from the Pishop's jour: 
nal, the lollowing instance of Byis- 
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Copal ministration, a* affording a, into tears, and sobbed aloud. 


specimen of the Kind of ministerial 
service required ta that part ol our 
Lord's vineyard, and the afleeting 
mterest and yratitude with which a 
is often welcomed and acknow- 
ledved. 

“In company witha Mr. Finles 
and a Mr. Hender-on, | 
that night, the neighbourhood where 
they 
St. James’, nearly west. [had heen 
told that old Mr. kinley was sich, 
that he desired the 
religion, and that the nerchbourhood 
would be glad of my ministrations. 
beomplied with the request, and the 
event proved that there was a par 
ticular providence doing. 
‘These people were principally trom 
IresSand, and in thetr own country 


iti ro 


reached | 


. . } 
lived, about mine ules trom! 
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consolations of | 


im peace.” As 


were, What are called. English Pro-. 


festants, bred to a liberal and pious 
way of thinking, and toa more than 


ordiaary Courteousness of deport. 
ment. Kmigrating trom their own, | 


and coming to this country, in’ the 
early settlements of Olio, they fixed 
themselves bere io the woods, and 
vaderwent the many deprivations 
and hardships incident to a new es- 
fablishment; their children grew up 
and their lamibes tacreased. 


that 


jomed 


* Ardently altaehed to the church, | 


they could not but think of her and 
her pleasant things ; though they 
had but little prospect of seeing her 
prosperity. ‘Phe Rev. Dr. 
ridge, the nearest, and for many 
vears the only, Episcopal clergy- 
man in the country, Hives some 


tweoty miles from them, on the Vir- | 


cinia side of the Ohio. Such were 
his aveocations, that he had never 
been among them. Here they were 
isolated and alone, as sheep having 
no shepherd. Finley the elder, * the 
old man of whom | spake, was yet 
alive; vet only so alive as that 
they were obliged to raise bim up 
to salute me, as |} approached his 
bread. 


with age and weahness, 


As |] took bis hand. trembling | 
he burst 


Dodd. 


NOVEMBER, 


‘The 
cratetul eflusious of his heart. at the 
-ight of a minister of the blessed 
Jesus, were made inteilizible by «he 
most affecting ejacuiations to God, 
bis Maker, Saviour, anu Sanetiier. 
“ Pseeoiny opiritual Pather,” said 
he, omy bishop, the shepherd of 
the Hock of Christ, of which | have 
always considered myseit and my 
little James about me, the members, 


but too unworthy. LT teared, to be 
sought and found in this manner. 
(sir! dod live to see this happy 
day ? Yes, “tis even so: blessed 


Lord! Tioly Jesus! Phou who once 
camest in great humility, to seek 


and to save that whieh was iost, 
receive the tribute oi my gratelul 
heart. Now let tiy servant depart 


the venerabie man 
spake forth the effusions ol his mind, 
in Words tike these. he bowed bis 
erey hairs. aud begyed the prayera 
and benedietions of the Church. 
Phev were afforded; and cold must 
heart be, which, under such 
circumstances, could retuse to be 
lervent. the visifation office was 
performed; in which the family, 
by the neighbours hastily 
assembled, participated. 

© The branches of the family, and 
other persons in the vicinity, being, 
though at a late hour, sent tor, | 
proceeded to the work of instruction. 
The nature and obligation of the 


christiau covenant in’ baptism, and 
as renewed in conlirmation, and the 


Lord's Supper, were dwelt upon; 
and the little assembly were dis- 
missed with earnest exhortations to 
seek in their prayers the aid and 
direction of God's Holy Spirit, to 
cuide them in the solemn duties, to 
be performed in the morning. 

| went home with one of the sons 


oof Mr. Finley, and after a short time 


} 
| 
| 


devoted to sleep. at dawn of day I 
returned to the sick man’s bed. Vhe 
iarnily and friends came as quickly 
together, and the sun had scareely 
begun to enliven the weods, when I 
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again addressed my interesting au- 
dience. With what hearttelt plea- 
aure—with what cratetul exullation 


did | now read in the countenauces 


the 
conned 


of ‘iis little floek, the efleets ol 
vos vel ol truth. Every tace te 
with lioly sear and force, that blessed 
compound, which at once 
the modest, the beheving, and the 
obedient chomstan: and when l ex 
amined and called tor the persons to 
be contirmed, eleven out of Chis little 
circle, presented themrelves Phe 
office was begun. and they received 
the faving on of hands ; after which 
the holy supper vi our Lord was ac- 
ministered io (he like nuwaver, though 
nol eahirely to the same 
some having been Confirmed belore, 
and some, who were now contirmed, 
being not yet duty instructed tor the 
sacrament. Ina cabin with scarcely 
acaue of glass to fet in the light ol 
the day, and floor of roughly hewn 
planks, we knelt down togetoer, and 
there the holy offices were periorm- 
ed. 
ing caused himseli raised in 
his bed, gazed with unspeakable 
rapture on the scene before him.— 
his tears, only, indicated what) he 
felt. ‘he syimbols of his dear Re 
deemer were given and 
They were pledges of eternal joys, 
in that world whither he was so last 
hastening. 
pal blessin; g, 
departed.” 


speaks 


persons— 


to be 


of the Curnventional Journal ot 


‘The patriarchal old man, hav- | 


received. | 


Olto, 1 


Canon 2. It 
every clerryman 


shall be the duty of 
to attend all Con- 
ventiorsol the Diocess; and it shall 
be the duty of every parish to send 
lav delegates, 
Disorderly and immoral 
couduet, neglect ol duly, disregard 
to the t onstilutiogs and Canous ol 
ihe harehy, disseminating, ov 
counlensnetag which are 
contrary to its doctrines, are offences 
Which a clergyman may be 
brought to trial. 

Coomum 4. dt a mituister offend in 
the respects specifica in ihe 
apoleation in writing 

signed by the accuser, shall be sent, 

ihe first dustanee, to the standing 
committee; and al itappear to them, 

(hat there is ground for the charge, 

they shall report thereupon tu the 
, ib shop, whoshall call a Convention 
of his clergy, (not less than three,) 
land atter a full and faie trial and ex- 
A 


ole oF 


( ano! S 


Moire 


or 
Op ENIOUS 


y ian 


haus vu 


‘thira © anon, 


amination, the Bishop, with the ad- 
ol bis clergy, shall pronounce 
ntact a against him, ittound guilty. 
Canon o. ‘Che clergy shall) pay 
istrict regard to the rubries of the 
Church, and shall neither alter nor 
cimutilate the service, otherwise than 
(they ace bs the rubrics permitted. 
Cunon 6. All candidates for holy 


| . 

"orders shall be examined, on such «ub- 
i jeels as are prescribed by the Canon 
Giving him the Episeo- | 
I touk my leave, and | 


ol the general Convention. 
Canon 7. No clergyman shall re- 
‘move from one parish lo another, im 


The following canons were ado; ted | thi s Diocess, without the Bishop’ 


for the regulation of the church in 

‘this Diocess. 

Canon 1. Each officiating settled | 
minister, in this state, 
book or register, in whieh he shal! 
enter every baptisin, marriage. and 
funeral within bis cure; be shall 
also keep a register of the eommu- 
nicants of his Chureh, aud the num- 
ber of families within his cure; and 
his notitiae parochiales embracing 
these subjects, shal) + resented to 


the Bishop, at the annual state Con- 
vention. 





shall keep a | 


| 
| 
; Canon’. All annual meetings for 


| conse nt. But it the Bishop should 
{refuse, and the clergyman — 
thereby think himself aggrieved, 
appeal may be made to the ones 
vention. 


the choice of wardens and vestry - 
shall be evened by prayer; 
and if there be a rector or clergyman, 
he shall preside, agreeably to ancient 
jusaze. In case of a vacancy, or 
inecessary absence of the reetor or 
| clergyman, the senior officer present 


ten, 





‘shall preside. 





—— 
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Canon 9. Whereas, the alms and 
other devotion-, of the people at the 
holy communion, are committed to 
the minister at the altar lor presen- 
tation, and remaio at his disposal ; 
it shall therefore be his duty. to dis- 
pense the same, according to the 
tru: intent and common usacze ol 
the Chuch; it being und. rstood, 
that the rector will be assisted in 
this part of his dats, by the wardens 
of the parish. And in case any 
minister present alms, and other 
devotions at the altar, in any vacant 
parsh, he shall commit them to the 
wardens of said parish. for their dis 
posit; and (he minister. (or in case 
of a vacancy) the wardens shall 
render an account of the disposal, at 
the annual parish meeting. 

The next annual meeting of the 
Convention was fixed at Worching- 


nov. 1819. 


labours, and may they see their re- 
ward in the moral improvement, an 

yenuine piety of the rising generatio 

in Accomack county. We trust th, 
example will he followed in many 
other parts o the state. 

We learn, with gratitude to the 
Father of mercies, from communica- 
lions lately received, that the iaiu- 
ences of the Divine Spirit apoear to 
have accompanied, in a signal man- 
ner, the means of grace emploved 
in Palmyra, New-York—in Newodu- 
‘ry, Vt.—io Amherst academy, N. H. 
in Williainstown, ‘ls.—and in York- 
ville, and Chester, in the interior of 
| S. Carolina. 
| Ordination. On Monday, the 18th 
Oetober, at Brooklyn, the Rev. 
‘Hugh Smith was admitted to the 
vorder of Priesthood, by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Hobart, in St. Ann’s 











tion, on the first Wednesday ol June, | hareh, in that village—on wich 


Igy. Joceasion an impressive discourse 
I was deiivered by the Rev. Mr. Un- 
a |, derdonk. 





We are happy to learn that a Sun- 
day School Union Socrty has been 
formed with great unanimity, in the 
parish of St. George, Accomach 
county, Virginis; the Rev. James 
W. Easthurn. ininister of the parish 
is the President; Messrs. John ©, 
Joynes and William Gilbert, Vice- 
Presidents; James \\. Parke, (rea- 


surer, and George VD. Wise, Secre- We hope to be able hereafter to pre- ‘ 
tary. he progress of this institution sent our readers with a short biogra- ; 
has been rapid almost beyog exam- phical sketch of the esteemed sub- 
ple. Three Schools have been ject of this notice. } 
opened, containing four hundred) On Sanday, the 24th ult. a place 4 
scholars, and there are applications) Of worship was opened for mariners, ‘ 
lor trom four to six more schools,; io Philadelphia. Divine service 

which will be opened as soon as the! was perlormed by the Rev. J. East- 

proper books, from the New-York! burn. 

Suuday Sebool Union Society, have) 

been received suilicient for the pur- | 

pose. Wecannottoohighlycommend} The editors are particularly desi- 

the zeal of the parishioners of St.) rous to receive, from their brethren 
George's, city of New-York, which.| of the Episcopal Church, any intel- ie 


we understand, has been shown in| 
promoting this laudable object. ‘lay | 
the blessing of heaven rest en their 


| he convention of the Protestant 


Episcopal Church, in the Diocess of 
New-York, met on ‘Tuesday, the 

19th of October, in the city of Al- 
_bany. 

We have to record, with deep re- 
cret, the recent death of the Rev. 
Thomas P. May, Rector of the 
Chureh of St. Joha, Norristown, 
and st. ‘Thomas, Whitemarsh, Pa. 


ligence relating to its prosperity, or 
to exertions making to promote the 


general interests of religion. 











